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ABSTRACT
The present study was undertaken in an attempt to shed light on the American social life in the first half of the twentieth century, which refers to a highly active time period, including the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression, socially between the two world wars and to achieve this with an emphasis on human which is to be in the centre of the work. Throughout the study, it will be tried to unify the necessary information with the comments and subjective approaches to reach the better understanding of the social life. In this respect, the study will include various analysis and criticism as well as sound information both about the United States and the work itself and the author. Consequently, the aim of the study – clear understanding of the American social life between two wars- will be tried to reach through a combination of literary criticism and informative data. 
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CHAPTER 1

1- INTRODUCTION

1.1. The Aim Of The Study

As the title indicates, the aim of this study is to shed light on one of the most critical periods of American History in social aspect, with the human in the centre of the work, with the guidance of Of Mice And Men by great American author, John Steinbeck. The first half of the 19th century that the book was produced and published was one of the most significant periods of American history because it included such crucial events like so called Roaring Twenties and The Great Depression. Such a turbulent time’s reflection, thus, becomes very significant as well, on the society. With a relatively humanistic approach, it was believed that the human and the social structure in such a period are worth research. To achieve this objective, the novella called Of Mice And Men is a great chance which represents that time conditions naked eye, in detail, because it explains a lot about society on condition that it is examined carefully. To summarize, the purpose is to make the analysis of Of Mice And Men by Steinbeck socially, with an emphasis on human in order to clarify the American history in the first half of the 19th century. 

1.2. Significance Of The Study


This work is to answer the question of what the social conditions of the first half of the 19th century America were. It is also concerned with what the reflections of these conditions on American society psychologically and physically were. To reach the answers of these questions, the main tool will be one of the cornerstones of American literature, Of Mice And Men by the Nobel Prize (1962) owner, talented American writer, John Steinbeck. With this novella, which brought New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award to the author in 1938, in the right centre of the study, such concepts like man, woman, loneliness, technological innovations, nature, power, death, American dream will be under examination. 


The conclusions will be reached through the path drawn by Of Mice And Men. The main tool to solve the social complexity of that time will be this novella’s clues and information hidden between the lines, with the help of former interpretations and criticisms of various critics. The book which reflects a realistic scene of one part of social life with authentic characters, will be the guide of the study, to reach some conclusions about the social realities, and may be the miseries of the common men, especially the lower class in 19th century United States of America. In addition, the physical and emotional attitudes will also be studied from different perspectives. 


To have a closer look at the content of the study, an overview is represented below;

A- Introduction:

I. Why Of Mice And Men by John Steinbeck?

II. An Abstract  Of the Content.

B- Background Information:

I. About the author, John Steinbeck.

II. About the time and conditions in USA.

C- General Information About The Book:

I. Character list. 

II. Setting analysis. 

III. Style and mood.

IV. Themes, climax and outcome.

D- Synopsis Of The Book. 

E- Critical Analysis:

I. What does the title Of Mice And Men symbolize? What is the relationship between the title and the poem “To A Mouse On Turning Up Her Nest With The Plough” by Robert Burns?

II. The clash between the technology and naturalism in the book.

III. Being an “African American” in the USA.

IV. The misery experienced by the lower class.

V. The relationship between man’s dream and his social position in the book; and its reflection on American Dream.

VI. The pattern of death in the book and its reflection on American society.

VII. The pattern of loneliness in the book and its reflection on American society.

VIII. The role of woman in the book and its reflection on American society.

IX. The pattern of power in the book and its reflection on American society.

CHAPTER 2

2- THE STUDY OF THE BOOK

2.1. Introduction:

2.1.1. Why Of Mice And Men?

While choosing a book by John Steinbeck who is a pure American artist, you must have very strong motivations to handle it, if you are a very strong nationalist like me. So have I. First of all, Of Mice And Men means a lot more than a simple world classic to me. It is an epic of humankind; it is a poem of loneliness; it is a story of misery; it is a lyric of broken, impossible dreams. It is much to me. I had various reasons to get lost in the depth of this novella, but to put them in words, I can say that I had four main motivations. Firstly, I chose it just for the sake of my personal taste. The book was among the ones that managed to make me cry which makes it “good” for me. Secondly, the novel’s being human centred has a great effect and charm on the reader. You can easily notice many human stories spreading from the pages of the book. Thirdly, Of Mice And Men is a naked eye witness of that time America that is around first half of 20th century- a critical and troubled period of the U.S. history. l-Lastly, the effectiveness of great author John Steinbeck in language and depiction that lets you discover a connotative message in any line of the novel, is another reason.


Yes, I chose Of Mice And Men just for my personal taste because I believe that if only do you do the work you love, you can reach success. With every part and characteristic of it, the book is a sample of ideal novel to me. Because it doesn’t have a message as clear as day, it forces you to penetrate inside the lines to discover and get the message. This is what attracts me very much. In addition, the book sentimentally touches the very inside of the reader with its characterization and human stories. It simply grasps and holds you there. When you finish the book, you feel like you are woken up suddenly from a very deep sleep. This is what reflects the strength of the story. It never disappoints you or let you a minute to get bored. To sum up, for all these reasons, Of Mice And Men is ideal for my own pleasure if I am to spend so much time on it. 


Secondly, I can say that I am personally a fan of “human”. That is to say, I value human and human life very much, I love human, so the book’s being human centred is another strong motivation for me. As told before, the novel is in fact an epic of mankind including all the weakness and strengths that are peculiar to man. The loneliness, struggle for power, devotion and all other concepts in the story are unique to human which makes man special. So it has much to say about human and lets the reader have much to comment as well. That is another attraction for me.


Another reason that makes this book important is its reflecting the whole story of American people so obviously and strikingly that time. It is so easy for anyone to imagine the life conditions and the social situations in the U.S.A. in the first half of the 20th century, just by a careful look on the lines of Of Mice And Men. The characters, each of which represents a layer of the society, are any ordinary people that you can easily meet when you go back to 1930s. So in this respect, the book represents a realistic view of American history which contributes the cultural information of the reader.


Lastly, I can indicate John Steinbeck himself as my fourth motivation. Even only his processing the novel just like a lacework is worth the analysis. A simple, ordinary word may mean much more than its denotative meaning. When you hold it and try to look behind it, you notice deeper meanings and messages which resembles a very exciting expedition through an undiscovered jungle. Even the descriptions of scenes and nature hide various implicit messages for the reader. So reading a work of so successful writer is like an adventure more than a passive movement of eye.


These are just selected motivations for me to choose Of Mice And Men by John Steinbeck for my graduation thesis. Surely there are many others that give me strength and light supporting me doing my work. But four main motivations are personal taste, novel’s being human centred, its reflection of American society so openly and Steinbeck’s brilliant and genius language and art.  

2.1.2. An Abstract Of The Content


To be able to reach the best understanding and interpretation of the book and the social life of America between two world wars from the social perspective with an emphasis on human, firstly, a bulk of information about the time and the life story of the author will be presented. Afterwards, another series of informative data of the general view of the book will be revealed. Then a synopsis of the novella will appear in the pages of this study to clarify the sequence of the events which will be under discussion. Lastly, the main body of the study will be processed to enlighten the social life of America in the half of the century with the guidance of Of Mice And Men, with the human in the heart of the work. 

2.2. Background Information:

2.2.1. About the Author, John Steinbeck*
FACTS ABOUT JOHN STEINBECK 
Born: February 27,1902; 132 Central Avenue, Salinas, CA 
(what is now the reception room of the Steinbeck House) 
Graduated from Salinas High School--June 1919  
Attended Stanford University--1919-1925 
Died in New York, December 20,1968 

STEINBECK FAMILY 
Father:John Ernst Steinbeck,1863-1935, County Treasurer 

Mother:Olive Hamilton Steinbeck,1867-1934, Teacher 

Sisters: Elizabeth Steinbeck Ainsworth, May 25,1894 - Oct. 20, 1992 
lived in Pacific Grove, CA 
Esther Steinbeck Rodgers, April 14,1892 - May 9,1986; lived in Watsonville, CA 
Mary Steinbeck Dekker, Jan 9,1905 - January 23,1965; buried in family plot 

Wives: Carol Henning Steinbeck Brown, married 1930 and divorced 1942; lived  
in Carmel Valley, CA, died February 8, 1983, Monterey, CA 
Gwyndolyn Conger Steinbeck, married 1943 and divorced 1948 died on December 30,1975, Colorado 
Elaine Anderson Scott Steinbeck, married 1950, lives in New York 

Sons: Thomas Steinbeck, August 2,1944 
John Steinbeck IV, June 12, 1946 - February 7,1991  (mother of Thomas and John IV
is Gwyndolyn)
1998 - National Steinbeck Center Grand Opening (June 27, 1998)
STEINBECK & SALINAS 
Important years in the relationship between Steinbeck and Salinas  

1902: Born February 27 in the Salinas family home, 132 Central Avenue. Steinbeck wrote  
his first stories there. As an adult, he visited his parents and wrote section of various works including “The Red Pony” and “Tortilla Flat.” 

1919: Graduated from Salinas High School, then located on West Alisal Street across from the post office. Began attending Stanford University. 

1925: Went to New York City, working odd jobs, including manual labour for construction  
of Madison Square Garden. Could not find a publisher. He returned to California the 
next year. 

1929: “Cup of Gold” became his first published novel. 

1930: Married Carol Henning and moved to the family home in Pacific Grove. His father helped support the struggling couple. They divorced in 1942.  

1932: “The Pastures of Heaven” became his first published work set in Monterey County: Corral de Tierra.  

1934: His mother died in the Salinas home. Steinbeck had stayed in the home to take care of her. “The house in Salinas is pretty haunted now. I see things walking at night that it is not good to see,” Steinbeck wrote to a friend. A short story set in Monterey County, “The Murder” won an O. Henry Prize.  

1935: His father died. This was the first year Steinbeck had commercial success.  
“Tortilla Flat” was an instant hit.  

1936: “Of Mice and Men,” set around Soledad, was produced as a novel and then as a play; also more of “The Red Pony.” Steinbeck mentioned labour violence in Salinas in a letter: “There are riots in Salinas and killings in the streets of that dear little town where I was born.”  

1937: “The Long Valley” - a collection of short stories set in the Salinas Valley.  

1938: “The Grapes of Wrath.” - inspired nationwide attention on the living conditions and exploitation of farm workers. From Los Gatos, Steinbeck wrote: “The vilification of me out here from the large landowners and bankers is pretty bad. The latest is a rumour started by them that the Okies hate me and have threatened to kill me for lying about them. I'm frightened at the rolling might of this damned thing, It is completely out of hand ; I mean a kind of hysteria about the book is growing that is not healthy.”  

1940: Film version of “The Grapes of Wrath.” Steinbeck also received the Pulitzer Prize for the novel.  

1943: Married Gwyndolyn Conger; divorced in 1948. War correspondent in Europe for the Herald Tribune of New York. First edition of “The Portable Steinbeck” was published. On a visit to Africa, Steinbeck wrote, “The sea was the same blue as in Monterey and it made me very terribly homesick.” 

1944: Movie “Lifeboat” released. Steinbeck bought a house in Monterey but was unwelcome; no one would rent him an office for writing. He was harassed when trying to get fuel and wood from a local wartime rations board.  

Steinbeck wrote that his old friends did not want him, partly because of his works and partly because he was so successful: “This isn't my country anymore. And it won't be until I am dead. It makes me very sad.” He left Monterey the next year and moved to New York.  

1945: “Cannery Row,” which is set in Monterey.  

1948: Moved from New York to Pacific Grove, Examined The Californian's files of old newspapers to research “East of Eden,” which is set in the Salinas Valley. Wandered around many childhood hangouts in the hills around Salinas and San Juan Grade. 

“I am told that a little quiver of terror has crept through old Salinas at the project. I am on no punitive expedition. I just want it straight,” he wrote. 

Steinbeck wrote that people were already telling untrue but dramatic stories about him: “I have a whole life and adventures in Salinas all of which are new to me. It would be fun to collect them sometime.” 

Steinbeck said he was being credited with other boys mischief, including “the throwing of the roast of beef through the glass door at City Hall. I have become a giant kind of half criminal, half ape over there.” 

Steinbeck also wrote that he was trying to buy the ranch where he had set “The Red Pony,” partly because he wanted to write “East of Eden” there. He did not. 

“I am on my marathon book, which is called ‘Salinas Valley.’ It is what I have been practicing to write all of my life. Everything else has been training.”  

1949: Met Elaine Scott at the Pine Inn at Ocean Avenue and Monte Verde in Carmel. They married the next year. 

1951: “The Log from the Sea of Cortez” published; the work is frequently referred to at the Monterey Bay Aquarium.  

1952: “East of Eden,” his major work about the history of the Salinas Valley, was published.  

1955: Holiday magazine ran a series by authors about their hometowns. Steinbeck wrote an article, “Always Something to do in Salinas,” that included many barbs at his hometown. 

1956: Steinbeck wrote to an aspiring writer from Salinas: “Don't think for a moment that you will ever be forgiven for being what they call ‘different.’ You won’t! I still have not been forgiven. Only when I am delivered in a pine box will I be considered ‘safe.’ After I had written the Grapes of Wrath and it had been to a large extent read and sometimes burned, the librarians at the Salinas Public Library, who had known my folks remarked that is was lucky my parents were dead so that they did not have to suffer this shame.”  

1957: Salinas contemplates naming North Salinas High School after Steinbeck. Steinbeck wrote a now-famous letter to a Californian staff member against the idea, saying he doesn’t want school children to curse his name: “If the city of my birth should wish to perpetuate my name clearly but harmlessly, let it name a bowling alley after me or a dog track or even a medium price, low-church brothel; but a school!”  

1960: Travelled through America with his poodle to write “Travels with Charley.” Took his last view of the Salinas Valley from Fremont Peak.  

1962: Steinbeck accepts the Nobel Prize in Stockholm. He wrote a college friend, “This prize business is only different from the Lettuce Queen of Salinas in degree.”  

1968: Died December 20 in New York.  

1969: On March 4, his ashes were buried in the Garden of Memories cemetery
2.2.2. About the Time And Conditions In the USA

“The historian is a sort of talking ghost from out of the past.”

ERNEST HOFFMAN


In order to be able to comprehend completely the setting of the novel and the motivations of the characters in a piece of art, it is generally accepted that the actual time conditions are needed to be learnt beforehand as it helps the reader to imagine and visualize the feelings and physical environment explained in the story. So, to reach this aim, the important events occurred between 1919 and 1939 will be listed below. The mentioned dates in question, are chosen because they include the period in which, Steinbeck was in the process of maturation physically and literally. Similarly, further dates are excluded  because they had no impact on the production process of the novel, as it is known that the book was published in 1938, with the copyright 1937.

So, let’s have a look at the foreign, domestic and business issues occurred  in the period of production of the work, which had probable effects on the novel, in United States; listening to “the talking ghost from out of the past”. 

AMERICA BETWEEN TWO WORLD WARS (1919- 1939)

This period refers to the time just after the World War I, in which the Allies inc. U.S.A. gained the victory; and before the beginning of the World War II, as the title indicates. Warless, but an economically very turbulent years were experienced those years, which brought many Americans misery and trouble. 

AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS:

1919:

18 Jan. BEGINNING OF THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS  after the World War I at Paris took place. Also, “Secret Treaties” entered into by the Allies.

25 Jan.-14 Feb. DRAFT COVENANT OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. Wilson insisted that the League must be central to the peace negotiations, a position which the other Allies accepted only after exacting serious concessions. 

7 May-18 June. TERMS OF THE VERSAILLES TREATY. The treaty was presented to the Germans on 7 May; they signed on 28 June. Wilson returned to the U.S. on 8 July, and presented the treaty to the Senate on 10 July.

1920: 

Jan.-May. SENATE AND THE TREATY. On 2 July 1921, Congress, by a joint resolution, terminated war with Germany and Austria-Hungary, reserving for the U.S. any rights secured by the armistice, the Versailles Treaty, or as a result of war. Separate treaties concluding peace with Germany, Austria, and Hungary were ratified 18 Oct.

1921-1922:

U.S. AND INTERALLIED WAR DEBTS. In addition to the war loans to the Allied governments, the U.S. also made loans after the Armistice for relief purposes or as advances for the payment of surplus American war materials left in Europe at the close of the war. 

1924:

24 May. FOREIGN SERVICE ACT (Rogers Act) reorganized and consolidated the diplomatic  and consular services and provided for initial appointment after examination, a period of probation and, and promotion on merit.

END OF DOMINICAN OCUUPATION. President Wilson directed (Dec. 1920) that preparations be made for ending military government in the Dominican Republic. 

1926:

27 Jan.-Jan. 1935. U.S. AND THE WORLD COURT. The League  Covenant provided for establishment of permanent Court of International Justice to consist of 15 members, to be elected by the Council and Assembly from a list of persons nominated by the Hague Court Of Arbitration.

1927:

20 June-4 Aug. NAVAL DISARMANENT: GENEVA CONFERENCE. On 10 Feb. President Coolidge called for a 5-power conference to be held at Geneva to consider the limitations on the building of cruisers, destroyers, and submarines. But the conference adjourned without accomplishment. 

Mar.-27 Aug. 1928. OUTLAWRY OF WAR. On 10 Jan. 1928 Foreign Minister Aristide Briand published a draft treaty, which was brought to the attention of other powers on 13 Apr. On 27 Aug., 14 nations signed; eventually 62 nations signed. The Kellogg-Briand Pact rested on the moral force of world opinion.

31 Jan. 1917-26 Dec.1927. MEXICAN RELATIONS. The new Mexican Constitution of 1917 not only provided for radical and social reforms but curbed foreign ownership of lands, mines, and oil fields. By a decree, 19 Feb. 1918, oil was declared an inalienable national resource, and title to oil lands were to be converted into concessions. 

1930:

21 Jan.-22 Apr. LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE. On a visit to the U.S. Prime Minister Mac Donald of Great Britain discussed with President Hoover the issue of naval disarmament. On 7 Oct. 1929 Great Britain issued a formal invitation to the other 4 major naval powers (U.S.A., France, Japan, Italy). The conference adjourned in July, resumed negotiations in Feb. 1933, adjourned from June to Oct. (by which time Germany has announced her withdrawal from the League), and broke up without accomplishment in the spring of 1934.

1931:

20 June. HOOVER DEBT MORATORIUM. The deepening worldwide economic crises made the payment of either reparations or war debts an impossibility. The repercussions of the New York stock market crash of 1929 were soon felt abroad. On 20 June President Hoover proposed a 1-yr. moratorium on both interallied debts and reparations.

1933:

4 Mar. GOOD NEIGHBOUR POLICY. In his first inaugural Franklin D. Roosevelt declared: “In the field of world policy I would dedicate this nation to the policy of the good neighbour- the neighbour who resolutely respects himself and, because he does so, respects the rights others. “The definite policy of the U.S. from now on is one opposed to armed intervention”, declared F. D. R. on 28 Dec. 

12 June-27 July. LONDON ECONOMIC CONFERENCE. Between 4 Mar. and 12 June the U.S. had abandoned the gold standard. Hence, Roosevelt was disinclined to support a currency stabilizing program supported by the gold-bloc nations (France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Switzerland).

16 Nov. RECOGNITION OF SOVIET RUSSIA. In a formal exchange of notes(16 Nov) Russia promised (1) not to interfere with the domestic affairs of the U.S., including abstaining from propaganda; (2) to extend religious freedom to American citizens in the Soviet Union and to negotiate an agreement to guarantee a fair trial to Americans accused of crime in Russia; (3) to negotiate a settlement of mutual claims (no specific agreement on debts outstanding was ever made).

1933-1938:

DECLINE OF DOLLAR DIPLOMACY. Cuba. As a result of collapse of sugar prices in the 1920s Cuban economic conditions deteriorated  and were further damaged by the Hawley-Smooth Tariff (1930). 25 Aug. the U.S. and Cuba signed a reciprocal  trade agreement by which duties on sugar were reduced from 2.5cts. to .9cts per lb. Cuban sugar production was finally stabilized by the Jones-Costigan Sugar Control Act.

Haiti. As a result of the restoration of the order and the stabilizing of finances with U.S. aid, U.S. troops were withdrawn on 6 Aug. 1934.

Panama. In a new treaty signed 2 Mar. 1936 some of the inequities were eliminated, but this treaty was not ratified by the U.S. Senate until 25 July 1939, owing in part to opposition from U.S. military and naval authorities.

U.S. COLONIAL POLICY. Philippine Independence Movement. The Hawes-Cutting Act, passed by a Democratic Congress over the President’s veto in the closing days of the Hoover administration, 13 Jan. 1933. The act provided for independence after 12 years. This independence movement was followed by Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico.

ISOLATION AND NEUTRALITY. As totalitarian regimes increasingly threatened the peace of Europe, the U.S. adopted a series of isolationist measures to avoid involvement in war by Neutrality Act of 1935, 1936 and Neutrality Acts of 1937.

ROOSEVELT AND COLLECTIVE SECURITY: THE QUARANTINE SPEECH. In complete disagreement with the isolationist trend of neutrality legislation, President Roosevelt, in a speech in Chicago, 5 Oct. 1937, urged an international quarantine of aggressors as the only means of preserving peace. Roosevelt soon recognized that he had moved ahead of public opinion, although his address undoubtedly encouraged a widespread U.S. boycott against Japanese goods.

1938-1939:

DETERIORATION OF FOREIGN RELATIONS. These years witnessed the deteriorating of Japanese relations and European conditions.  

DOMESTIC ISSUES:

1919:

28 Oct. NATIONAL PROHIBITION ENFORCEMENT ACT (VOLSTEAD ACT) was passed over President Wilson’s veto. Designed to provide the enforcement apparatus for the 18th Amendment, the Act went into effect on 16 Jan. 1920. It defined as intoxicating liquor  any beverage containing more than 0.5 of 1 % of alcohol and placed the administration of the law under the Bureau of International Revenue, in which the post of commissioner of prohibition was created.

24 Dec. President Wilson announced that on 1 Mar. 1920 the railroads and express companies would be returned to private operation. 

1920:

28 Feb. TRANSPORTATION ACT (ESCH-COMMINS ACT) provided for the return of the railroads to private control on 1 Mar. and widened the powers of the Interstate Commerce Commission. Also, a Railroad Labour Board was created for the adjustment of wage disputes.

5 June. MERCHANT MARINE ACT (JONES ACT) repealed emergency war legislation, relating to shipping, reorganized the U.S. Shipping Board and extended its life, and authorized the sale of government-built ships to private operators, the proceeds up to $25 million to be used for loans to private owners for the construction of new craft.

10 June. WATER POWER ACT established a Federal Power Commission consisting of Secretaries of War, Interior, and Agriculture, with an executive secretary directly responsible for its administration. The Act applied to water power reserves on public lands of the U.S. (except reservations) and to navigable streams, including falls, rapids, and shallows.

26 Aug. 19TH AMENDMENT to the Constitution, providing for woman suffrage, was declared ratified. 

PALMER RAIDS. Following the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, the Soviets carried out an intensive propaganda campaign against the Western Europeans. In 1919 the Workers’ (later the Communist) party was established in the U.S. Beginning in the fall of 1919, the Department of Justice under A. Mitchell Palmer made countrywide mass of arrests of political and labour agitators.

2 Nov. PRESIDENTAL ELECTION. Popular vote: Harding, 16,152,200; Cox (D.), 9,147,353; Debs, 919,799; Watkins, 189,408; Cox (S.L.), 31,175; Christensen, 265,411; Macauley, 5837. Electoral vote: Harding, 404; Cox (D.), 127.

1921:

BUSINESS RECESSION. The sharp deflation, 1920-1921, was the result of stringent credit, a glutted domestic market and heavy inventories, and a sharp drop in the export trade. Wagers dropped; about 20,000 business failures occurred in 1921; and some 4,750,000 persons were unemployed. The recession’s impact upon agriculture was more lasting.

10 June. BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING ACT, the first material step in the reform of the national budget, created a Budget Bureau in the Treasury Department, with a director appointed by the President. 

15 Aug. PACKERS AND STOCKYARD ACT related to livestock products, poultry, and dairy products. Its enforcement was vested in the Department of Agriculture. The act of forbade unfair and discriminatory practices, the manipulation and the control of prices, and other devices creating a monopoly and acting in restraint of trade. Operators of stockyards and other marketing facilities were required to register with the Department of Agriculture and to file their schedule of charges. 

24 Aug. GRAIN FUTURES TRADING ACT was designed  to regulate all contract markets authorized to sell grain for future delivery, in order to prevent market manipulation and monopoly practices. It discouraged speculative transactions by levying a prohibitive task on grain sold for future delivery except by owners or certain authorized contract markets. The Act was invalidated by the Supreme Court in 1922 and superseded by a 2nd Grain Futures Act (21 Sept. 1922) regulating trading under the interstate commerce power. 

23 Nov. SHEPPARD-TOWNER ACT for the welfare and health of maternity and infancy extended Federal aid to states. The Act authorized annual Federal appropriations of $1 million. The Act, which lapsed in 1929, was attacked as constituting Federal interference in state affairs.

1922:

18 Feb. COOPERATIVE MARKETING ACT (CAPPER-VOLSTEAD ACT) exempted agricultural producers, cooperatives, or associations from the operations of antitrust laws and allowed cooperative buying and selling by farmers in interstate commerce. Administration of the act was vested in the Department of Agriculture. 

22 Sept. CABLE ACT granted married women U.S. citizenship independent of their husbands’ status. 

1923:

KU KLUX KLAN EXPOSES. The Ku Klux Klan, a secret nativist organization patterned upon the rituals of its post-Civil War predecessor, an active against minority groups (African Americans, Catholics, Jews, and immigrants) as well as against certain tendencies in modern thought (e.g., birth control, pacifism, internationalism, Darwinism,  and the repeal of prohibition), was revived at a meeting on Stone Mountain, Ga., Nov. 1915. at peak strength in the 1920s it was reported to have had 5 million members in the North, South, and Midwest, with political power in several states.

4 Mar. INTERMEDIATE CREDIT ACT was designed to facilitate loans for crop financing by means of intermediate credit system that liberalized the use of short-term agricultural paper.

2 Aug. DEATH OF PRESIDENT HARDING at San Francisco, while on a return trip from Alaska. Embolism was listed as the cause of death. 

3 Aug. Vice-President Calvin  Coolidge took the oath of office as President at Plymouth, Vt., becoming the 29th President of the U.S.

1924:

HARDING ADMINISTRATION SCANDALS. Early in 1924 Congressional committees, acting upon persistent  rumours of graft and corruption in the Harding administration, brought to light scandals in the departments of Justice, Navy, and the Interior, and in the Veterans Bureau and the Office of the Alien Property Custodian. 

19 May. WORLD WAR ADJUSTED COMPENSATION ACT. (SOLDIERS BONUS ACT). Shortly after the close of World War I organized veterans’ groups, including the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars, initiated a demand for an ex-serviceman’s bonus. The move was made on the assumption that veterans ought to be compensated for the differential between their service pay and wages received by war workers who had remained in civilian life.

McNARY-HAUGEN BILL. The post-war  depression in agriculture, deepened by a glutted market and a continuing slump in crop prices, and farm mortgages on expanded acreage, led spokesmen of farmer interests to consider basic legislation for coping with agricultural distress. The Capper-Volstead Act (1922) and the Intermediate Credit Act (1923) failed to satisfy agrarian discontent, mobilized by such organized groups as the American Farm Bureau Federation and the Farmers’ National Council. A bipartisan agrarian bloc in Congress undertook to deal with the problem by 2 means: the control of the surplus and the stabilization of prices.

4 Nov. PRESIDENT ELECTION. Popular vote: Coolidge, 15,725,016; Davis, 8,385,586; La Folette, 4,822856; Faris, 57,551; Johns, 38,958 ; Foster, 33,361; Nations, 23,867 ; Wallace, 2,778. Electoral vote : Coolidge, 382 ; Davis, 136 ; La Folette, 13. Both houses of Congress remained under Republican control. 

1926:

26 Feb. REVENUE ACT, in keeping with the Coolidge-Mellon fiscal problem, reduced personal income and heritance taxes and abolished a wide variety of excise imposts. It also repealed to publicity clause relating to income tax returns. Additional reductions were made in the Revenue Act of 29 May 1928.

2 Nov. CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS cut Republican majorities in both houses, with gains for Progressives.

1927:

2 Aug. COOLEDGE’S WITHDRAWAL. It was generally assumed that Coolidge would seek the Presidential nomination in 1928. While on vacation in the Black Hills of South Dakota, Coolidge issued the following statement to newspaper reporters at Rapid City, S.D.: “I do not choose to run for President in 1928”.

1928:

FINAL DEFEAT OF THE McNARY-HAUGEN BILL. As the situation of the American farmer showed no sign of general improvement, agrarian spokesman in Congress renewed efforts to enact the McNary-Haugen Farm Relief Bill. In a 5th attempt, the bill passed the Senate (12 Apr.), 53-23, and the House (3 May), 204-121, but was again vetoed by President Coolidge on the following grounds: that it sanctioned price fixing; was an improper delegation of the taxing power; would lead to overproduction and profiteering; and would antagonize overseas agricultural producers and thus invite retaliation. Coolidge’s persistent opposition to the mode of farm relief was a leading issue in the Presidential election of 1928. 

15 May. FLOOD CONTROL ACT appropriated $325 million for levee work in the Mississippi Valley over a 10yr. period. 

22 May. MERCHANT MARINE ACT (JONES-WHITE ACT) was designed to encourage private shipping.

6 Nov. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. Popular vote: Hoover, 21,392,190; Smith, 15,016,443; Thomas, 267,420; Foster, 48,770; Reynolds, 21,603; Varney, 20,106; Webb, 6,390. Electoral   vote: Hoover, 444; Smith, 87. In part because of religious prejudice against Smith, a Roman Catholic, the electoral vote of 5 Southern states went to Hoover. The Republicans maintained control of both houses of Congress.

1929:

15 Apr. Special session of the 71st Congress convened at call of President Hoover to deal with farm relief and limited television of the tariff.

EXPORT DEBENTURE PLAN. The agrarian relief scheme favoured by the Congressional farm bloc differed fundamentally from that advocated by President Hoover. Exponents of the subsidy principle, the farm bloc introduced in the Senate the export debenture plan initially advanced in 1926 and again in 1928. this scheme called for export bounties on specific commodities.

15 June. AGRICULTURAL MARKETING ACT was an administration measure which eliminated the subsidy and price-fixing principle of the McNary-Haugen and export debenture plans. The act established a Federal Farm Board (consisting of 8 members and the Secretary of Agriculture) for promoting the marketing of farm commodities through agricultural cooperatives and stabilization corporations. 

PANIC OF 1929. The Wall Street stock market crash (Oct.-Nov) was the overt inception of the worldwide Great Depression. Severe breaks occurred on 24 Oct., when 13 million shares changed hands, and 29 Oct. (16 million shares traded). By 13 Nov. about $30 billion in the market value of listed stocks had been wiped out; by mid-1932 these losses had increased to $75 billion.

1930:

HOOVER RELIEF POLICY. Opposed to direct Federal relief for unemployment persons suffering from genuine distress, President Hoover advocated a policy of decentralized work relief. In Oct., he formulated a relief program that called for Federal leadership of a national voluntary effort by agencies operating on a self-help basis in state and local communities. His object was to “preserve the principles of individual and local responsibility”.

1931:

19 Jan. WICKERSAM REPORT. By 1929 it was clearly evident that the enforcement of the 18th Amendment had broken down, creating a set of serious social and political problems. In Wickersham’s report, the Commission stated that effective enforcement was hindered by the lucrative returns of the illicit liquor traffic, by public antipathy or hostility, and by the belief that enforcement of the 18th Amendment ought to be the function of the Federal government alone rather than a joint Federal-state undertaking.

VETERAN’S BONUS. As the depression deepened, veterans’ groups demanded immediate enactment of a bill authorizing a loan of 50% on the adjusted compensation (“bonus”) certificates provided for by the act of 1924. Congress passed such a bill but Hoover vetoed it (26 Feb.) on grounds that it would be a blow to government economy and benefit many veterans not actually in distress. Congress passed the bill (27 Feb.) over his veto.

1932:

2 Feb. RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION. President Hoover advocated an economic recovery program based on the assumption that government loans to banks and railroads would check deflation in agriculture and industry and ultimately restore the levels of employment and purchasing power. He proposed to Congress (8 Dec. 1931) the creation of government lending agency with authority to issue tax-exempt bonds and with wide powers to extend credit. The Senate (11 Jan.) and the House (15 Jan.) passed the measure establishing the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, capitalized at $500 million and authorized to borrow to the extend of $2 billion to provide emergency financing for banking institutions, life insurance companies building and loan societies, railroads, and farm mortgage associations. 

27 Feb. GLASS-STEAGALL ACT, a credit expansion measure, broadened the acceptability of commercial paper for rediscount by the Federal Reserve System and made available for industrial and business needs about $750 million of the government gold supply hitherto used to support the currency.

7 July. The House, 202-157, passed the Wagner-Garner Bill to extend the work of Federal employment agencies to states which didn’t sponsor such units. 

22 July. FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK ACT, a measure recommended to Congress by President Hoover (8 Dec. 1931), established a 5-man Home Loan Bank Board and created a series of discount banks  for home mortgages that provided for home owners a service similar to that performed for commercial interests by the Federal Reserve discount facilities.

8 Nov. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. Popular vote: Roosevelt, 22,809,638; Hoover, 15,758,901; Thomas, 881,951; Foster, 102,785; Upshaw, 81,869; Harvey, 53,425; Reynolds, 33,276; Coxey, 7,309. Electoral vote: Roosevelt, 472; Hoover, 59. Roosevelt carried 42 states; Hoover carried 6. the Democrats secured majority control of both branches of Congress. The composition of the 73rd Congress was as follows: in the Senate, 60 Democrats, 35 Republicans, and 1 Farmer-Labourite; in the House, 310 Democrats, 117 Republicans, and 5 Farmer- Labourites. 

1933:

6 Feb. 20TH AMENDMENT. This so-called “Lame Duck” Amendment provided that effective 15 Oct. 1933 Congress would convene each year on 3 Jan. and that the terms of the President and the vice-President would begin on 20 Jan. following the national elections.

15 Feb. At Miami, Fla., an assassin, Giuseppe Zangara, fired 6 shots at close range at President-elect Roosevelt and the party in the latter’s open touring car. Roosevelt was uninjured, but several others were wounded, including Mayor Anton Cermak of Chicago, who died on 6 Mar. Zangara was put to death in the electric chair at Raiford, Fla. (20 Mar.).

ECONOMIC CRISIS. In the interim between the Presidential election and the inauguration of President Roosevelt economic conditions reached gravely critical proportions. From Dec. 1932 to Mar. 1933 the index of industrial production dropped from 64 to an all-time low of 56. the nation’s banking system revealed signs of alarming weakness as runs on banks became increasingly frequent and the hoarding of currency set in on a large scale. From 1930 until the eve of Roosevelt’s inauguration, a total of 5,504 banks shut down.

5 Mar. President  Roosevelt summoned the 73rd Congress to convene in special session on 9 Mar. Invoking powers granted by the Trading with the Enemy Act of 1917, Roosevelt prepared a proclamation, effective 6 Mar., declaring a 4-day national banking holiday suspending all transactions in the Federal Reserve and other banks, trust companies, credit unions, and building  and loan associations. During the 1st 3 days after the banking holiday, 4,507 national banks and 567 state member banks were opened. Within 2 weeks stock prices rose 15%, with return flow of hoarded currency and a rapid return of gold and gold certificates to the Treasury and the Reserve banks.

THE NEW DEAL:

INAUGURATION OF THE NEW DEAL. The special session of the 73rd Congress that met on 9 Mar. was called by the President to deal with the banking crisis, but Roosevelt decided to hold Congress in session to deal with unemployment and farm relief. By the time this session (later known as the “Hundred Days”) ended its deliberations (16 June), it had enacted a comprehensive body of legislation affecting banking, industry, agriculture, labour, and unemployment relief. This was the initial phase of “1st New Deal” (1933-35), aimed primarily at relief and recovery.

9 Mar.-16 June. “HUNDRED DAYS” produced the following body of legislation.:

9 Mar. EMERGENCY BANKING RELIEF ACT, introduced, passed, and approved on the same day, confirmed all of the emergency steps taken by the President and the Secretary of the Treasury since 4 Mar.

20 Mar. ECONOMY ACT, requested by President Roosevelt on 10 Mar., was passed by the House (11 Mar.), 266-138, and by the Senate (15 Mar.), 62-13. ıt was designed to balance the budget of normal expenditures through (1) reductions of up to 15% in the salaries of government employees; (2) cuts in veterans’ pensions and other allowances, particularly pension payments based on nonservice-connected disabilities; and (3) the reorganization of government agencies with a view to economy.

22 Mar. BEER-WINE REVENUE ACT, aimed at securing additional revenue, amended the Volstead  Act to legalize wine, beer, larger beer, ale, and porter of 3.2% maximum alcoholic content by weight, or 4% by volume, and levied a tax of $5 per barrel of 31 galloons. 

31 Mar. CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS REFORESTATION RELIEF ACT, passed at an unemployment relief measure, established the Civilian Conservation Crops (CCC), authorized to provide work for 250,000 jobless male citizens between the ages of 18 to 25 in reforestation, road construction, the prevention of soil erosion, and national park and flood control projects under the direction of army officers. Work camps were established for those enrolled in the CCC; the youths received $30 per month, part of which went to dependents.

19 Apr. The U.S. officially abandoned the gold standard, causing a decline in the exchange value of dollar abroad and an increase in the prices of commodities, silver and stocks on American exchanges.

12 May. FEDERAL EMERGENCY RELIEF ACT created the Federal Emergency Administration (FERA) and authorized an appropriation of $500 million, allotting half this amount as direct relief to the states and the balance for distribution on the basis of $1 of Federal aid for every $3 of state and local funds spent for relief. 

12 May. AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTMENT ACT was designed to restore the purchasing power of agricultural producers. Its chief objects were the elimination of surplus corps of basic commodities through curtailed production and the establishment of parity prices for enumerated basic commodities. The Act incorporated the subsidy principle: in return for voluntarily reducing acreage or crops, farmers were to be granted direct benefit or rental payments. The Act also established the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA). In addition, the Act relieved the credit situation by providing for the refinancing of farm mortgages through the agency of the Federal Land Banks. The processing task and production features of the Agricultural Adjustment Act were declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in U.S. (1936).

16 June. NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY ACT (called the NIRA) was designed to revive industrial and business activity and to reduce unemployment. It was based on the principle of industrial self-regulation, operating under government supervision through a system of fair competition codes. The act created the National Recovery Administration (NRA) and formalized the fair trade codes that had been used by many industrial and trade associations in the period after World War I. Under the NIRA, fair competition codes drawn up by such associations and approved by the President were enforceable by law. Title II of the NIRA established the Public Works Administration (PWA) for the construction of roads, public buildings and other projects, for which a fund of $3,300 million was authorized. The PWA was created for the purpose of increasing activity by means of “pump priming” (i.e., the raising of popular consuming power).

18 Oct. COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION, an agency organized under the AAA with a capitalization of $3 million (increased in 1936 to $100 million), was authorized to use RFC funds for extending loans to farmers on their crops. Its purpose was to support farm prices by enabling producers to retain commodities. At the outset, loans were extended chiefly to cotton farmers; as a result cotton prices were bolstered.

8 Nov. CIVIL WORKS ADMINISTRATION (CWA) was established as an emergency unemployment relief program for the purpose of putting 4 million jobless persons to work on Federal, state, and local make-work projects. Funds were allocated from FERA and PWA appropriations supplemented by local governments. The CWA was terminated in Mar. 1934, and transferred its functions to the FERA.

1934:

30 Jan. GOLD RESERVE ACT OF 1934 was designed to give the government full control over dollar devaluation and to increase commodity prices without relying on inflationary measures.

31 Jan. FARM MORTGAGE REFINANCING ACT established the Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation (FFMC) under the Farm Credit Administration and authorized it to issue up to $2 billion in bonds guaranteed in principal and interest. The purpose of the FFMC was to further the refinancing of farm debts by exchanging its bonds for consolidated farm loan bonds and investing them directly in mortgage loans.

2 Feb. EXPORT-IMPORT BANK, established by President Roosevelt under powers granted to the RFC and NRA, was created to encourage the flow of overseas commerce by financing trade with foreign nations.

15 Feb. CIVIL WORKS EMERGENCY RELIEF ACT authorized $950 million for use by the FERA until the end of the fiscal year 1935 for operating the program of civil works and direct relief. Under the Emergency Work Relief Program authorized by the Act of 15 Feb., a total of 2,500,000 unemployed were on the rolls by Jan. 1935, when direct relief was returned to state and local governments.

23 Feb. CROP LOAN ACT authorized the Farm Credit Administration to extend loans to agricultural producers in 1934 for crop production and harvesting. A fund of 40 million was set up for this purpose. Approximately $37,900,000 was loaned.

7 Apr. JONES-CONNALY FARM RELIEF ACT extended the list of enumerated basic agricultural commodities subject to the Agricultural Adjustment Act, adding barley, flax, peanuts, grain sorghums, rye, and beef and dairy cattle. 

21 Apr. COTTON CONTROL ACT (BANKHEAD ACT) provided for the compulsory reduction of surplus cotton crops through the licensing of individual producers who in turn received benefit payments. The Act, a departure from the voluntary principle of the AAA, authorized the fixing of a national limitation on the cotton crop and marketing quotas for cotton-growing states, and farmers.

27 Apr. HOME OWNERS LOAN ACT guaranteed the principle and interest of the $2 billion in bonds authorized for the refinancing of home mortgages.

9 May. JONES-COSTIGAN SUGAR ACT extended the list of the enumerated basic crops subject to the Agricultural Adjustment Act to include sugar cane and sugar beets, and authorized benefit payments allocated from a processing tax on sugar. It sought to stabilize the price of sugar by authorizing limitation on the national production. 

18 May. CRIME CONTROL ACTS. To counteract the widespread rise of racketeering, kidnapping, and other forms of crime, 6 new crime laws were enacted, among others empowering the Federal government to punish persons assaulting, resisting, killing, or interfering with Federal agents performing their law-enforcement duties and authorizing the death penalty for kidnappers taking their victims across state lines.

24 May. MUNICIPAL BANKRUPTCY ACT permitted cities and other local government units to petition the Federal courts  for the ensuing 2 years to approve plans for readjusting their debt burden, providing that holders of 51 % of outstanding obligations gave their consent.

6 June. SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT provided for Federal regulation of the operations of exchanges dealing in securities and for the correction of unfair practices in the securities markets. It established the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and authorized that unit to license to stock exchanges.

7 June. CORPORATE BANKRUPTCY ACT permitted the reorganization of corporations, provided that at least two thirds of their creditors consented.

12 June. FARM MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE authorized the Land Bank Commissioner to extend loans to farmers to enable the recovery of farm properties owned by them prior to foreclosure.

15 June. NATIONAL GUARD ACT made that military organization a part of the Army of the U.S. in time for war or during a national emergency declared by Congress.

19 June. COMMUNICATIONS ACT abolished the Federal Radio Commission and established the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) for the regulation of interstate and foreign communications by telegraph, cable, and radio.

19 June. SILVER PURCHASE ACT, a compromise measure passed to meet the demands for additional inflation voiced by farmer and silver interests in Congress, empowered the President to increase the monetary value of the Treasury’s silver holdings until they should reach one third of the value of its gold stocks; to nationalize silver stocks and purchases of domestic and foreign silver; and to impose a 50 % profits tax on certain transfers of silver in order to preclude a windfall or silver speculators.

19 June. LABOUR DISPUTES JOINT RESOLUTION established the National Labour Relations Board, replacing the National Labour Board, 1933.

28 June. FEDERAL FARM BANKRUPTCY ACT designed to prevent foreclosures, provided additional relief to farmers by enabling them to secure credit extensions.

28 June. NATIONAL HOUSING ACT was designed to stimulate residential construction, promote improvement in housing standards, and create a sound system of home financing. It established the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) for the purpose of insuring loans made by the banks, trust companies, building and loan associations, and other private landing institutions for new construction, repairs, alterations, and improvements.

28 June. TOBACCO CONTROL ACT authorized a compulsory production quota system for tobacco planters and subjected to an ad valorem tax producers who did not agree to crop reduction.

6 Nov. CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS gave the Democrats a gain of 9 seats in the Senate and 9 seats in the House. The 74th Congress was the 1st to convene (3 Jan. 1935) under the provisions of the 20th Amendment.

1935:

4 Jan. 2ND NEW DEAL. In his annual message to Congress, President Roosevelt outlined a program of social reform that signalised the launching of the 2nd New Deal, designating 3 major goals: security of livelihood through the better use of national resources; security against unemployment, old age, illness, and dependency; and slum clearance and better housing. He also recommended a national works program for absorbing the needy unemployed. The chief beneficiaries of the 2nd New Deal were labour and the smaller farmers.

8 Apr. EMERGENCY RELIEF APPROPRIATION ACT signalised the withdrawal of the Federal government from the arena of direct relief, which was left to the states and local communities, and provided for establishment of a large-scale national works program for jobless employable, who were required to meet a means test in order to qualify for work relief.

27 Apr. SOIL CONSERVATION ACT established the Soil Conservation Service as a permanent unit of  Agriculture for the control and prevention of soil erosion. 

1 May. RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION (known as RA) was established. The general objective of RA included the improvement of the conditions impoverished farm families that had not been materially aided by the AAA, and the prevention of waste due to unprofitable farming operations and improper land use.

11 May. RURAL ELECTRIFICATION ADMINISTRATION (called the REA) was established. Its purpose was to formulate and administer a program of generating and distributing electricity in isolated rural areas which were not served by private utilities.

7 June. NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE was created by Executive order under powers granted by the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1935 for the purpose of collecting and preparing plans, data, and information relating to the planned development and use of land, water, and other national resources. 

26 June. NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION (called the NYA) was established. The purpose of the NYA was to administer a work-relief and employment program for persons between ages of 16 and 25, chiefly from relief families and no longer in regular full-time attendance at school, and to provide part-time employment for needy school, college, and graduate students to help them continue their education.

5 July. NATIONAL LABOUR RELATIONS ACT created a new National Labour Relations Board (NLRB) with power to determine appropriate collective bargaining units subject to elections it supervised at the request of the workers, to certify the duly chosen trade union, and to take testimony about unfair employer practices and issue cease and desist orders.

9 Aug. MOTOR CARRIER ACT placed buses and trucks engaged in interstate commerce under the authority of Interstate Commerce Commission, which was empowered to regulate finances, labour, and minimum and maximum rates.

ANTI-NEW DEAL COALITION. Dissatisfaction with the social, fiscal, and other aspects of the New Deal led to the emergence of several organized anti-administration groups during 1934-35.

14 Aug. SOCIAL SECURITY ACT created the Social Security Board as a general administrative agency and provided for unemployment compensation, old-age security, and various social services.

28 Aug. PUBLIC UTILITY HOLDING COMPANY ACT designed to counteract the monopolistic public utility holding company device for controlling gas and electric operating companies, vested in the Federal Power Commission authority to regulate interstate transmission of electric power; in the Federal Trade Commission authority over gas; in the SEC authority over financial practices of such holding companies.

29 Aug. FARM MORTGAGE MORATORIUM ACT OF 1935 was passed following the Supreme Court decision invalidating the Federal Farm Bankruptcy Act of 1934. It provided for a 3-yr moratorium against seizure for farmers who secured court permission, thus enabling debt-burdened farmers to keep possession of their properties by paying a fair and reasonable rental determined by the court.

29 Aug. WAGNER-CROSSER RAILROAD RETIREMENT ACT provided pensions for railroad employees after retirement and established a Railroad Retirement Board of 3 members appointed by the President to administer the law; amended and incorporated in the Railroad Retirement Act of 1937.

30 Aug. GUFFEY-SNYDER BITUMINOUNS COAL STABILIZATION ACT, popularly known as the “little NRA”, created the Bituminous Coal Labour Board and the National Bituminous Coal Commission to administer production quota, price-fixing, and labour regulations based on the NRA soft coal code.

30 Aug. REVENUE ACT OF 1935 (WEALTH TAX ACT). In his message to Congress on tax revision (19 June), President Roosevelt declared: “Our revenue laws have operated in many ways to the unfair advantage of the few, and they have done little to prevent an unjust concentration of wealth and economic power”. His recommendations were embodied in the Revenue Act.

1936:

29 Feb. SOIL CONSERVATION AND DOMESTIC ALLOTMANT ACT, designed to replace the invalidated AAA, enabled the continues restriction of agricultural output, not by contracts with farmers for the control of crop production, but by benefit payments to growers who practiced soil conservation in cooperation with the government program.

20 June. FEDERAL ANTI-PRICE DISCRIMINATION ACT, aimed primarily at chain stores engaged in interstate commerce, made illegal unreasonably low prices tending to destroy competition and empowered the Federal Trade Commission to abolish price discrimination tending to promote monopoly or reduce competition.

22 June. REVENUE ACT OF 1936 included among its provisions an undistributed profits tax on corporate income that added to the normal corporation income tax a scale of surtaxes ranging from 7 % to 27 % - attacked by business groups as penalizing the setting aside of corporate profits for expansion or as reserves for slack periods.

30 June. WALSH-HEALY GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS ACT provided that all persons employed by a contractor dealing with the U.S. government shall be paid not less than the prevailing minimum wages as determined by the Secretary of Labour and shall not be permitted to work in excess of 8 hrs. a day or 40 hrs a week; child labour (boys under 16, girls under 18) and convict labour barred in government contracts.

3 Nov. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. Popular vote: Roosevelt, 27,751,612; Landon, 16,681,913; Lemke, 891,858; Thomas, 187,342; Browder, 80,181; Colvin, 37,609; Aiken, 12,729. Electoral vote: Roosevelt, 523; Landon, 8. Roosevelt carried every state but Maine and Vermont, winning the most overwhelming electoral majority since Monroe’s victory in 1820 and the greatest in any national contest in which there were 2 or more separate tickets. The election gave the Democrats majorities of 76-16 in the Senate and 331-89 in the House.

1937:

26 Apr. GUFFEY-VINSON BITUMINOUS COAL ACT authorized the promulgation of a new code of fair competition for the bituminous coal industry, placed the output of the soft coal under Federal regulation, laid a revenue tax of 1 ct. a ton on soft coal, imposed on non-code producers a penalty tax of 19,5 % of the sales price.

22 July. BANKHEAD-JONES FARM TENANT ACT, designed to cope with the steady decline in U.S. farm ownership and the rise of farm tenancy and sharecropping. The Act authorized low-interest loans repayable in small instalments over a 40-yr. period to farm tenants, sharecroppers, and farm labourers whose applications for the purchase of farms  were approved by committees of local farmers. The Act also authorized rehabilitation loans for operating expenses and educational assistance. 

26 Aug. REVENUE ACT OF 1937 was aimed at closing loopholes in the income-tax laws which permitted evasion of tax payments.

1 Sept. NATIONAL HOUSING ACT, designed to alleviate housing conditions in low-income groups established the U.S. Housing Authority (USHA) under the Department of the Interior, authorized to extend low-interest 60-yr. loans to local public agencies meeting at least 10 % of the coast of low-cost slum clearance and housing projects, and to grant subsidies for setting rents geared to low-income levels in areas where local agencies provided an amount equal to 25 % of the Federal grant.

15 Nov.-21 Dec. SPECIAL SESSION OF CONGRESS. On 12 Oct. President Roosevelt issued a proclamation calling Congress to convene in extra session on 15 Nov. On that date he submitted a message recommending the passage of legislation including a new agricultural program, wages-and-hours standards, reorganizing of the executive branch, and planning for the conservation and development of national resources. During the 5-week session, Congress failed enact any of the recommended measures, largely owing to the defection of the Southern Democratic conservatives who joined with Republicans in blocking the administration’s program.

2.3. General Information About The Book:

2.3.1. Character List

GEORGE MILTON: One of the two protagonists. The loyal friend and protector of Lennie, a father-like figure, with his sensitive heart behind his harsh surface. He is a man of dream that is to have a farm with Lennie. He is physically small, quick, dark faced and eyed.

LENNIE SMALL: The other protagonist. George’s obedient and childish friend, with a gigantic body and dramatic bodily strength. He is mentally disabled. He has a obsession of touching soft things. He shares the same dream with George. He is physically huge, slow, pale eyed, shapeless.

CANDY: The swamper of the ranch who lost his hand while working. He emotionally depends upon his old dog. And he loses his everything after its death. He is physically very old and missing one hand.

CROOKS: The only African American character of the book, who is the representative of his race. He is proud and sensible, having a defensive and isolated manner. Physically, he has a back injury.

SLIM: The secret leader and the most respectful worker of the ranch, “with God-like” eyes. He is strong and logical, “the prince of the ranch”. He behaves tolerantly and fair to other workers. Physically, he is fit and healthy.

CURLEY: The son of the owner of the ranch. He is a light-weight boxer, small man. He is angry and provocative. He always has problems concerning his wife. Physically, he is short but fit.

CURLEY’S WIFE: The only woman character of the novel who is nameless. She feels lonely and distant from his husband, thus very flirtatious. She has a dream of being a star in Hollywood.

CARLSON: One  of the workers of the ranch. He has no sense of death, but perceives it as a necessity. He is the killer of Candy’s old dog. Physically, he is large and strong.

WHIT: One of the workers of the ranch. He is young and has a minor role.

THE BOSS: The sceptical owner of the ranch. He is concerned with the ranch very much. 

AUNT CLARA: Lennie’s dead aunt who brought him up and entrusted to George.

OTHER CHARACTERS: William Tenner, Andy Cushman, Al Wilts.

2.3.2. Setting Analysis


The novel takes place around Soledad—coming from a Spanish word, meaning “lonely place” in the first half of the 20th century. It has primarily two settings; the countryside around the Salinas River where the story begins and ends, and the ranch where the body of the novel is set. These two places represent contrast to each other. The Salinas River is a place shaped by pure nature, untouched and vegetation is dense. The place is a kind of wild life sample, without any human being; while the ranch is occupied with many workers. The outside appearance of the ranch is also contrastive, that is isolated and lonely, formed only by a few old buildings. 

2.3.3. Style and Mood


Although the general mood of the novella is hopeful, there are various implicit moods between the lines. It is seen that throughout the story, the novel is processed with expectations of the workers, especially George, Lennie and Candy, as they spend most of their spare time dreaming. In addition, there is also a heavy effect of misery and trouble caused by the hard life conditions of that day’s America. There is also a kind of impassiveness over life, feeling that nothing will change their life for better.

2.3.4. Themes, Climax and Outcome


In the centre of the book, there lies the great dream of man, which makes the basis of American Dream. Throughout the novel, the reader witness the irresistible appeal of the beautiful dreams, no matter how strongly he feels they are impossible to come true in their hearts. All the restless struggle and effort of the workers are just for the sake of their dreams.

Besides, such concepts like loneliness, power, woman in society, misery, disabled power are also indicated in the book successfully. 


The climax of the novella is the minute when the huge, innocent Lennie kills Curley’s wife accidentally. That minute, while Lennie realizes that their dream will never come true; George openheartedly confesses himself that his loyal companion’s, in a way his brother’s road has reached an end.


The outcome of the book is a great tragedy that causes much pain and disappointment. While a life is ended by the one who most respected it, another life loses its faith and support. So the novel finishes with a bitter final.

2.4. Synopsis Of The Book:*

One evening, two men, on their way to a ranch, stop at a stream near the Salinas River. George, who is short and dark, leads the way. The person following him is Lennie, a giant of a man with huge arms. During their conversation by the stream, George repeatedly asks Lennie to keep his mouth shut on the ranch, suggesting that Lennie has some kind of problem. After supper and before going to sleep, the two of them talk about their dream to own a piece of land. 

The next day, George and Lennie travel to the ranch to start work. They are given two beds in the bunkhouse. Then Old Candy introduces them to almost everybody on the ranch. They meet the boss and the boss’s son Curley, who is quite rude. They also meet Curley’s wife when she comes looking for her husband. She wears heavy make-up and possesses a flirtatious attitude. George warns Lennie to behave his best around Curley and his wife. He also suggests that they should meet by the pool if anything unfortunate happens to either of them on the ranch. 

George and Lennie are assigned to work with Slim, who is sensible and ‘civilized’ and talks with authority. George finds Slim an understanding confidante, and a bond forms between the two of them. When Curley wrongly accuses Slim for talking to his wife, Slim gets very angry. Curley apologizes to him in the bunkhouse in front of everybody, but his apology is rejected. Curley vents his frustration on Lennie, trying to pick a fight. Lennie does not hit back initially, but when George asks him to, Lennie obliges and crushes Curley’s hand. Curley agrees that he will not tell anyone about his hand, for it would mean losing his self-respect. 

While working on the ranch, George and Lennie continue to dream about owning their own piece of land and make plans accordingly. Old Candy, one of the ranch hands, overhears their planning and asks to join them. He even offers to contribute all of his savings to purchase the land. George and Lennie accept his proposal. 

One evening, Lennie, looking for his puppy, enters the room of Crooks; since he is the only black man on the ranch, Crooks lives alone, segregated from the other ranch workers. Candy enters, looking for Lennie; the two of them tell Crooks about their dream of owning their own ranch, but Crooks tells them that it will never happen, foreshadowing the truth. Curley’s wife comes in and interrupts them. When Crooks objects to her presence in his room, she threatens him with a false rape charge. 

Later on, Lennie is seen alone in the barn, petting his dead pup. He has unintentionally killed it by handling it too hard. Now he is grieving over the loss. Curley’s wife walks into the barn and strikes up a conversation with Lennie. As they talk, she asks him to stroke her hair. She panics when she feels Lennie’s strong hands. When she raises her voice to him, Lennie covers her mouth. In the process, he accidentally breaks her neck and she dies. Knowing he has done something terrible, he leaves the ranch. When the ranch hands learn that Curley’s wife has been killed, they rightly guess the guilty party. Led by an angry Curley, they all go out to search for Lennie. They plan to murder him in retribution. 

George guesses where Lennie is and races to the pool. To save him from the brutal assaults of the ranch hands, George mercifully kills his friend himself. Hearing the gunshot, the searchers converge by the pool. They praise George for his act. Only Slim understands the actual purpose of George’s deed.
2.5. Critical Analysis:

“In every bit of honest writing in the world, there is a base theme. Try to understand men.”

JOHN STEINBECK(1930)


This study, as mentioned above, is dedicated to the research of American social life and society between two wars, with the guidance of one of the most realistic reflections of that time Of Mice And Men which is called “the symbol story of the human soul” (Lee, 1952). Anyone who is interested in the life of the United States when new trends like jazz music, cocktails, daring modes of dress, dancing, movie going, automobile touring, alcohol were emerging, whereas “the college enrolment was doubled”, and the middle class was prospered with “enjoying the world’s highest national average income in that era”, will certainly be amazed by the misery and hard life conditions on the other side of the American society which were objectively revealed by John Steinbeck who “tall and husky, was hired as a labourer on a ranch near Chualar, a short distance—in miles–from the prosperous neighbourhood in Salinas where he was born, and for a time he became part of this very different world. The fact that he was promoted to straw boss suggests that he got on well with his fellow workers. He had a talent of being inconspicuous: they probably learned very little about him while he was gathering impressions of them” (Loftis, 1990). That’s why this book is the right choice to get into the depths of American social life that time, with an author whose “mission is to bring to the reader the lives and minds of the lower class” (Oliver, 1937). This author also serves our emphasis on human because “Steinbeck is interested in his characters as men, as human beings who think and do and desire the many and various things that men have always thought and done and longed for” (Jackson, 1937).

Now, let’s open our eyes – and hearts in fact- and see the realities of the human as a social creature in the United States between two wars, when “workers lost their jobs, factories shut down, businesses and banks failed, farmers got unable to harvest, transport or sell their crops”.

2.5.1. What does the title Of Mice And Men symbolize? What is the relationship between the title and the poem “To A Mouse On Turning Up Her Nest With The Plough” by Robert Burns?

TO A MOUSE (ON TURNING HER UP IN HER NEST WITH PLOUGH)

Wee, sleekit, cowrin, tim'rous beastie, 
O, what a panic's in thy breastie! 
Thou need na start awa sae hasty 
Wi bickering brattle! 
I wad be laith to rin an' chase thee, 
Wi' murdering pattle. 

I'm truly sorry man's dominion 
Has broken Nature's social union, 
An' justifies that ill opinion 
Which makes thee startle 
At me, thy poor, earth born companion 
An' fellow mortal!

I doubt na, whyles, but thou may thieve; 
What then? poor beastie, thou maun live! 
A daimen icker in a thrave 
'S a sma' request; 
I'll get a blessin wi' the lave, 
An' never miss't.

Thy wee-bit housie, too, in ruin! 
It's silly wa's the win's are strewin! 
An' naething, now, to big a new ane, 
O' foggage green! 
An' bleak December's win's ensuin, 
Baith snell an' keen! 

Thou saw the fields laid bare an' waste, 
An' weary winter comin fast, 
An' cozie here, beneath the blast, 
Thou thought to dwell, 
Till crash! the cruel coulter past 
Out thro' thy cell.

That wee bit heap o' leaves an' stibble, 
Has cost thee monie a weary nibble! 
Now thou's turned out, for a' thy trouble, 
But house or hald, 
To thole the winter's sleety dribble, 
An' cranreuch cauld.

But Mousie, thou art no thy lane, 
In proving foresight may be vain: 
The best laid schemes o' mice an' men 
Gang aft agley, 
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain, 
For promis'd joy!

Still thou are blest, compared wi' me! 
The present only toucheth thee: 
But och! I backward cast my e'e, 
On prospects drear! 
An' forward, tho' I canna see, 
I guess an' fear!
ROBERT BURNS (Nov. 1785)


It is useful to start with the analysis of the poem from which John Steinbeck is inspired in the matter of title of his masterpiece. When the book was firstly completed, the author had chosen “Something That Happened” as title; however, on being introduced this poem by Burns, he changed the name and called his novella “Of Mice And Men”. Interestingly, the poem –produced in 1785- and the novel have similar stories that company each other. It is unknown to us if Mr Steinbeck used anything from the poem but it is so obvious that the two works touch similar issues.


The Scottish poet Robert Burns writes “To A Mouse”, “after unintentionally ploughing up the nest of a mouse” (Johnson, 1997), revealing his pity and emotions over the mouse. The poem mostly goes like a conversation with that homeless mouse, trying to excuse, and in the last two stanzas, the poet explains the situation of men, comparing it with mice’s. Now it is  time to have a closer look at the poem itself and its relationship with the novel.


In the very first stanza, the poet addresses the mouse whose nest he accidentally destructed. He says, ‘please don’t hurry, small, frightened and cute animal; I won’t chase and try to kill you with the plough’. Then he continues in the second stanza, ‘I apologize for the occupation and destruction of nature by men. And sorry for also your earthly friends’, men’s making you startle’. In the third stanza, Burns explains that ‘You can sometimes steal from me because you need this in order to stay alive. You steal so little that it won’t make any harm, the rest is alright for me’. The next stanza, the poet speaks up what he did and its results saying, ‘Your small house is destroyed and there is nothing left to rebuild it. What’s worse is that the hard winter conditions are on the way while you are homeless’. The fifth stanza is the declaration of coming dangers by the season and the disappointment caused by the poet: ‘You see the fields are all empty, the winter and the cold winds have almost come. And you thought that you had a home until the plough destroyed your shelter’. Burns continues with the same subject in the next stanza as well, telling ‘These leaves has provided you some food. But now you have a great problem that you don’t have any house to secure yourself from harsh winter’. The seventh stanza turns the poem’s face to the men from the mouse; the poet goes on talking to the mouse ‘But Mouse, if this helps you, beware that you are not alone in this situation. The men are also in the same level with you – all the mice and the men-, we always have hard lives, full of trouble and grief instead of joy’. In the end, through last stanza, Burns explains the mouse the anxieties of men, ‘You are in a better situation than me, you are only anxious about today; but I am in trouble of yesterday and today, as well as tomorrow which I don’t know and which frightens me’.


As a whole, Claudia Durst Johnson (1997) claims that the title not only is a reference to the poor mice that Lennie accidentally kills, but also to everyone whose dreams are vanquished and who is left with only grief and pain. As a similar idea, Peter Lisca (1958) of Rutgers University states that “Burns extends the mouse’s experience to include that of mankind; in Of Mice And Men, Steinbeck extends the experience of two migrant workers to the human condition. ‘This is the way things are’, both writers are saying”. These two ideas seem to be the same basically and this makes much sense to the understanding of the poem in many ways since there are many clues to prove this claim which will be discussed below. All these discussions will be based on the  assumption of  that the mice are the representative of all disappointed workers and other men.


The first stanza represents the destruction of the houses or farms, jobs and stable lives of all people in the States during the depression of the 1930s. As mentioned above, these people lost their jobs, farms; and were obliged to migrate to West to find job and a chance to survive. So in this respect, the mouse and the American people – George, Lennie and all the migrant workers in the book-, play the same role in the stage of earth. The expression of grief in destruction of life and nature by the author in the second stanza can be assumed as a general apology for the nature and animals from the mankind and technology which devastated the harmony of natural life. This issue is also processed in Steinbeck’s novella especially in the scenes of river bank. The third stanza seems to belong to the mouse so specifically that it may be meaningless to adapt it men’s life. But in the fourth one, the coming dangers; the cold and winter for the mouse and the troubles for George and Lennie are foreshadowed. The winds for the mouse, and Curley’s wife for George and Lennie signals the future dangers, as George clearly expresses; “She’s gonna make a mess. They’s gonna be a bad mess about her. She’s a jail bait all set on the trigger (…)(p.51)”. The fifth stanza as well foreshadows the coming rain clouds for the mouse in the poem, and the workers in the novel. The sixth stanza is an important one hiding some clues. It says that the mouse gathered some food from the heap of leaves; however, it is left homeless by the owner of the heaps, so this indicates less use, more harm to the mouse. On the other hand, in the book, we see that George and Lennie go to the farm to gain some money to approach their dream as use; but as a response- harm, they get a disaster,  death and an end of all dreams tragically. Lastly, the seventh and eighth stanzas reveals all the facts obviously about mice and men, telling that the destiny and misfortunes of both are the same, they all face trouble and grief however much joy they hope, however beautiful dreams they have. “Burns is the physically farmer with equally little control over his destiny as that of the mouse. Mankind, though superior to the mouse can think things through, can feel regret, remorse, disappointment etc.”


To sum up, it seems that the “To A Mouse” by Robert Burns and Of Mice And Men by John Steinbeck are in a strong harmony in subject matter although they are products of different times. It is generally assumed that the mouse – in fact all of the mice- in the poem and George and Lennie – in fact all the disappointed dreamer men- in the novella share the same bad and may be inevitable fate, a tragic end. May be in the light of the former name of the book that is “Something That Happened”, this is not a tragedy, but just something that happened, as Lisca (1958) states, “the ending of the story is, like ploughman’s disrupting of the mouse’s nest, neither tragic nor brutal, but simply a part of the pattern o events”.

2.5.2. The Clash Between Technology and Naturalism In The Book

“To be beautiful and to be calm is the ideal of the nature.”

RICHARD JEFFERIES


As a writer John Steinbeck is known with his respect and love for nature and natural life. This is also approved by the words of Swedish Academy in awarding Steinbeck the Nobel Prize for Literature, pointing the close relationship between man and the land in Steinbeck’s writing: 

“But in him (Steinbeck) we find the American temperament also in his great feeling for nature, for the tilled soil, the wasteland, the mountains, and the ocean coasts, all an inexhaustible source of inspiration to Steinbeck in the midst of, and beyond, the world of human beings” (1962). 

He believes that man is only a part of nature, not the ruler of it. “For his is not a man-centred but a holistic universe, with humans seen as simply another species bound intimately to the places where they live, breed, drink, love, suffer, and catch frogs” (Shillinglaw, 2001). She also adds that “Passages of stark beauty are found in every Steinbeck novel, sentence that record the rapt attention he paid to the natural world”. For these reasons in mind, it isn’t surprising to meet the defence and glorification of nature in Of Mice And Men also, with natural adaptations to the characters.

The clash between technology and nature is represented in the novella in three distinct ways obviously. First of all, we notice one of the protagonists of the story, Lennie is a real part of nature, and in fact the nature itself, with some resemblances of certain characters to the creatures from nature. Second, we read long, peaceful depictions of nature till the touch of man and technology. And lastly, in accordance with the previous one, the author implies us that the salvation and tranquillity is in nature in response to man’s complexity and noise.

To start with Lennie’s being a part of nature, and the nature itself, it is seen that there is an agreement among most of the critics; for example Louis Paul (1937) of New York Herald Tribune and London Mercury share the same vision of Lennie, calling him “nature itself” and “the natural”. His resembling nature occurs in two ways, with his animal like shape and behaviour as well as with his nature-like naïve personality, in order words “Lennie, be he innocent ‘natural’, uncontrollable id, (…)” (Owens, 1987). He is simply a representative of nature, being resembled nature’s various animals, “Lennie, large, simpleminded, and clumsy, is the character whose physical appearance is most like an animal. He is first described as looking like bear with big paws, walking heavily. In the same scene he is also compared to a small dog – ‘a terrier who doesn’t want to bring a ball to its master’” (Johnson, 1997). In addition, Mark Spilka (1990) adds one more animal figure mentioned in the novel that Lennie is “snorting into the water like a horse”. Moreover, his addiction to soft animals like mice or rabbits impacts this claim of Lennie’s presenting nature. 

One more proof for Lennie’s being nature is that his being doomed to die just like nature because of men. Spilka (1990) sheds light to this as well saying, “(…)He is thus the perfect denizen of the secluded grove where, for a moment, natural freedom reigns; the perfect victim, too, for an intruding social world which will eventually deny that freedom”. Shortly it is obvious that both nature’s and Lennie’s enemy is common, that is another concept that makes them same.

As well as Lennie, there are some other resemblances in the novella proving Steinbeck’s tendency to nature. For example, the old Candy is just like his old dog, “Candy is another character who is identified with an animal who, like Candy, is old and sick and considered as useless. Candy and the reader note the similarities  between him and his crippled old dog, ‘a drag footed sheep dog, grey of muzzle, and with pale, blind old eyes’” (Johnson, 1997). And she continues, “Carlson shows his animal-like nature in pushing Candy into allowing him to shoot his beloved old dog. (…)Curley is like an undersized  tomcat who has to challenge everyone he sees to a fight. Like a chicken, he is compelled to pick on weaklings on his own species, like Lennie, whom he discovers to be simpleminded”. Furthermore, Spilka (1990) supports this thesis by adding a new resemblance, “The first man (George) is mouse-like: ‘small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, strong features”. As seen, nature and the men are in a strong harmony in this work of naturalist Steinbeck. 

The peaceful and quiet depictions of nature are also emphasize throughout the novel. The tranquillity seems to be stable until the touch, effect of men reach the nature. For example, the very first lines of the novella is dedicated to the description of peaceful setting at the heart of the nature;

“A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs deep and green. The water is warm too, for it has slipped twinkling over the yellow sands in sunlight before reaching the narrow pool.  On one side of the river the golden foothill slopes curve up to the strong rocky Gabilan mountains, but on the valley side the water is lined with trees – willows fresh green with every spring, (…), and with the spread of pads of dogs from the ranches, and with the split-wedge tracks of deer that come to drink in the dark (p.1)”. 

“The sycamore grove by the Salinas River, so lovingly described in the opening lines, is more than scene setting: it is an attempt to evoke the sense of freedom in nature which, for a moment only, the protagonists will enjoy” (Spilka, 1990). But this peace doesn’t last long because the men is approaching. It is seen in the same scene a wave of discomfort after a while when George and Lennie enters the scene. 

“(…) And then from the direction of the state highway came the sound of footsteps on crisp sycamore leaves. The rabbits hurried noiselessly for cover. A stilted heron laboured up into the air and pounded down river. For a moment the place was lifeless, and then two men emerged from the path and came into the opening by the green pool (p.2)”.

 Here the effect of technology reveals in the name of “highway”. As written above in the quotation, Steinbeck hints that the quietness of the nature is spoiled by the noise that is coming from the highway which is a product of technology. The same highway also is the way which brings men – George and Lennie, to the nature, who also harm the harmony of nature, causing the animals leave their rest place to hide. 

Lastly, that the salvation and tranquillity are in nature, not in technology is pointed to the reader. Before starting to explain this part, it will be useful to read one paragraph from the book that signals the clash between nature’s quiet existence and the man’s spoiled world;

“The day was going fast now. Only the tops of the Gabilan mountains flamed with the light of the sun that had gone from the valley. A water snake slipped along on the pool, its head held up like a little periscope. The reeds jerked slightly in the current. Far off toward the highway a man shouted something, and another man shouted back. The sycamore limbs rustled under a little wind that died immediately (p.7)”. 

It is apparent from this passage that, on the contrary of all quiet, tranquil and beautiful existence of nature; there stands a noisy, rude and brutal men against. This passage itself indicates that the good life lays in the nature, far from man destruction. In fact, the characters are also aware of this fact, “It is significant that they prefer spending the night here rather than going on to the bunkhouse at the ranch” (Lisca, 1958). 


In addition, the reader also witnesses another peaceful nature description, just in the opening of the 6th chapter (p.99). The writer depicts the nature beautifully for first two paragraphs, without any trace of human. However, the third paragraph, “A far rush of wind sounded and a gust drove through the tops of the trees like a wave. The sycamore leaves turned up their silver sides, the brown, dry leaves on the ground scudded a few feet. And row on row of tiny wind waves flowed up the pool’s green surface (p.99)” foreshadows another discomfort by the hand of man clearly. So, the reader sees that Lennie suddenly enters the scene. As a result of his entrance, the nature is once again interrupted, being obliged to leave their places for safety, “(…) The heron pounded the air with its wings, jacked itself clear of the water and flew off down river. The little snake slid in among the reeds at the pool’s side (p.100)”. 


As well as tranquillity, the nature also serves as salvation, safety for human. Let’s remember the warning of George to Lennie in time of trouble; “Hide till I come for you. Don’t let nobody see you. Hide in the brush by the river. Say that over (p.30)”. So obviously they define the brush in the nature as a safe place.  The writer of cliffnotes.com, claims the same, “This pool is a place of primeval innocence, a sanctuary away from the world of humans. If Lennie gets in trouble, it is the safe place to which he should return. In this scene, nature is a place of safety, a heaven from the troubles of the world” (2002). 


To sum up, it is notable that Steinbeck always presents his supportive point of view of nature in most of his works. In this novella also, he glorifies nature over technology and depicts it as heaven. It is implied in the book that nature and all mankind form a unity, and men are the parts of it, resembling it; the nature is very beautiful with its endless colours and varieties; and lastly the salvation and happiness for mankind is in the arms of nature.

2.5.3. Being An “African-American” in the U.S.A.

“I do not weep at the world – I am too busy sharpening my oyster knife.”

ZORA NEALE HURSTON


As mentioned before in this study, John Steinbeck is a realist writer whose work Of Mice And Men is called “the symbol story of the human soul” (Lee, 1952). So this thesis tries to reveal these symbols hidden between the lines. In this respect, because the aim of this study is to shed light to American social life between two wars; now the turn is African-American citizens’. There is only one character in the novella who is African-American as the representative of his race. His name is Crooks, the old and injured worker of the ranch. “Crooks’ bitter dignity and frankness illustrate also Steinbeck’s own frank criticism of society’s failures in the 1930s, but Crooks is his own man and not a cardboard figure speaking for the author” (McCarthy, 1980). But what were the society’s failures in the 1930s? In the years when such passionate African-American writers like Zora Neale Hurston spoke up her voice? In the years when so called Ku Klux Klan, “a secret nativist organization patterned upon the rituals of its post-Civil War predecessor, an active against minority groups (African Americans, Catholics, Jews, and immigrants) (…) (see, The Background Knowledge, Part II- About Time And Conditions, The Domestic Issues, yr.1923)”. Then let’s see what they are with the guidance our book which is an objective witness of its time and society.


First of all, a striking concept of isolation catches the readers’ attention in the matter of African-American citizenship. It is repeated and emphasizes several times in the story that Crooks’ room is separate from all others, that they have rarely conversation with Crooks, that neither the other workers nor the Crooks is allowed to step into each other’s rooms, that Crooks doesn’t have right to spend time with others as if he had an epidemic; and lastly we see that Crooks is called as “nigger” among the workers, which has an excessively negative meaning. Let’s have a look at some quotations from the novel firstly;

“Yes sir. Jesus, we had fun. They let the nigger come in that night (p.20)”.

“’Cause I’m black. They play cards in there, but I can’t play because I’m black. They say I stink. Well I tell you, you all of you stink to me (p.68)”.

“(…)The white kids come to play at our place, an’ sometimes I went to play with them, and some of them was pretty nice. My ol’ man didn’t like that. I never knew till long later why he didn’t like that. But I know now (p.70)”.

“Guys don’t come into a coloured man’s room very much (p.75)”.

“Crooks is isolated because of his skin colour. As the only black man on the ranch, he is not allowed into the bunkhouse with the others, and he does not associate with them” (www.cliffnotes.com/WileyCDA/ ). So his race, his skin colour serves problems to him in a strict society where there is much to do with African-American rights. Crooks is simply doomed to live all alone, in something like quarantine. 


In fact, Crooks himself, like all other African-Americans of the 1930s is highly aware of  this fact, and unfortunately seems to have accepted this reality, unlike some of his people who started speak up their voices those years. With this surrender, he is seen in struggle to build his own world where he will fight against his loneliness and isolation. “He combats his loneliness with books and his work, but even he realizes that these things are no substitute for human companionship” (www.cliffnotes.com/WileyCDA/ ). This is the exact point in which Crooks seeks consolation. Many books, magazines etc strike the readers eye on the setting of his room; 

“(…) And he had books, too; a tattered dictionary and a mauled copy of the California civil code for 1905. There were battered magazines and a few dirty books on a special shelf over his bank. A pair of large gold-rimmed spectacles hung from a nail on the wall above his bed (p.67)”. 


There is also the California civil code for 1905 in his room interestingly. As he is aware of his exclusion by the white men, he also a conscious man about his rights which are very few. In other words, his having civil code indicates that he prefers protecting his few rights by law, not by physical strength or cruelty. This behaviour resembles the passive resistance of M. Luther King’s movement for African-American’s rights.  We meet some statements in the book that points this;


“Well, I got a right to have a light. You go on get outta my room. I ain’t wanted in the bunk house, and you ain’t wanted in my room (p.68)”.


“I had enough. You got no rights comin’ in a coloured man’s room. You got no rights messing around in here at all. Now you jus’ get out, an’ get out quick. If you don’t, I’m gonna ast the boss not to ever let you come in the barn no more (p.80)”.


The last point that I will point out about the African-American matter in the American society in the 1930s with references to our book is the behaviours over these people, who are made scapegoats, who are frequently underestimated by everybody who are also in low statue in that time’s society, which is the signal of social hierarchy. Many times, the readers see the insults and injustice over Crooks. We see that “One of the first stories Candy tells Lennie and George to introduce them to life on this ranch is to explain how everyone gives Crooks hell when they are unhappy because Crooks is a black man. Candy also tells how one of the workers began fighting Crooks, presumably because he was black” (Johnson, 1997). Read Candy’s words of Crooks; 

“The boss gives him hell when he is man (p.20)”. Nobody hesitates insulting Crooks, here is a voice looking for Crooks; “Stable Buck – ooh, sta-able Buck! Where the hell is that God damn nigger? (p.29)”. 

Plus the tolerance and acceptance of Crooks, may be because of his powerlessness, strengthen their insults; “This is just a nigger talkin’, an’ a busted-back nigger. So it don’t mean nothing, see? You couldn’t remember it anyways. (…) (p.71)”. 


An obvious instance for the social hierarchy in American society between two wars is displayed in the novel by means of the relationship between Curley’s wife and Crooks. Although Curley’s wife is underestimated and insulted also, and she seems to be worthless, even she has right to rule Crooks. “Crooks’ race places him in particularly dangerous position with regard to Curley’s wife, whom he knows can threaten him with a false charge of rape, a charge that would lead to hanging, if he doesn’t do as she says” (Johnson, 1997). So she says, “Well, you keep your place then, Nigger. I could get you strung up on a tree so easy it ain’t even funny (p.81)”. She feels so confident about her threats over Crooks, as she knows well that an African-American’s word is never trusted in the 1930s’ America. 


Shortly, I tried to sum up some points that Steinbeck implied in Of Mice And Men about the social statue and value of African-American people in the U.S. in the first half of the twentieth century. There were plenty of examples, but only the most important ones were retrieved from the book. In conclusion, it is summed up that the African-American people seemed to be the worthless scapegoats of the society, whose words were unreliable. 

2.5.4. The Misery/Poverty Experienced By The Lower Class

“As for the virtuous poor, one can pity them, of course, but one cannot possibly admire them.”

OSCAR WILDE


  Imagine a countryside, where there are thousands of migrant workers wandering around, going from one ranch to another to work and have money. All of them live in poor conditions, having no family, no friend. Moreover, they have no hope, no home. These are the men who “squander their wages and thereby remain perpetually penniless, tied to a monotonous pattern of work, transitory pleasure, homelessness, and dependence upon job bosses for the basic needs of existence” (Goldhurst, 1990). These people are American people in the period of Depression  who are obliged live in poverty and misery. So realist and humanist Steinbeck “again convinces us that his is the mission to bring to the reader the lives and minds of the lower class” (Oliver, 1937). Seeing that the story is established on the lives of George and Lennie who are among these thousand of men and who are “friends, owning nothing but what they pack from one job to the next” (Times Literary Supplement, 1937), it is not surprising to witness this level of poverty in the lines of the novella. 


These workers live in a time when “they were paid an average wage of $2.50 to $3 a day plus board and room. The ‘room’ was frequently a tent: living conditions were Spartan” (Loftis, 1990). These are the victims of Depression which destroyed the agricultural life and left many farmers unemployed. Although many attempts were done by the government to improve the agricultural life, it took a relatively long time to achieve this aim. For example we see the McNary-Haugen Bill was registered for coping with agricultural distress in 1924; however, the bill’s defeat revealed in 1928 as the situation of the American farmer showed no sign of general improvement (see, The Background Knowledge, Part II- About Time And Conditions, The Domestic Issues, for McNary-Haugen Bill and further attempts of the U.S. government to improve agriculture). 


It can be seen in the lines of Of Mice And Men that the book is full of examples of this fall of man into poverty and misery. Such basic needs of man like a house or cleanness seem to be luxury. For example, the opening of the second chapter is the description of the bunk house that the workers live. In this description, one can see any detail of poverty, deprivation of basic needs and the simplicity of worker life;


“The bunk house was a long, rectangular building. Inside, the walls were whitewashed and the floor unpainted. In three walls there were small, square windows, and in the fourth, a solid door with a wooden latch. Against the walls were eight bunks, five of them made up with blankets and the other three showing their burlap ticking. Over each bunk there was nailed an apple box with the opening forward so that it made two shelves for the personal belongings of the occupant of the bunk. And these shelves were loaded with little articles, soap and talcum powder, razors and those Western magazines ranch men love to read and scoff at and secretly believe. And there were medicines on the shelves, and little vials, combs; and from nails on the box sides, a few neckties. Near one wall there was a black cast-iron stove, its stovepipe going straight up through the ceiling. In the middle of the room stood a big square table littered with playing cards, and around it were grouped boxes for the players to sit on (p.17)”.


The belongings of the workers, for example of George, are another sign of their poverty;


“He unrolled his bindle and put things on the shelf, his razor and bar of soap, his comb and bottle of pills, his liniment and leather wristband (p.19)”.


The workers, in a way lower class, are used to experience such a misery that the basic human need that is cleanness is a luxury for them. While Candy is talking about a former worker, this misery strikes the reader;


“Last guy that had this bed was a blacksmith—hell of a nice fella and as clean a guy as you want to meet. Used to wash his hands even after he ate (p. 18)”.


“Tell you what he used to do—At meals he’d peel his boil’ potatoes, an’ he’d take out ever’ little spot, no matter what kind, before he’d eat it. And if there was a red splotch on an egg, he’d scrape it off (…) (p.19)”.


Under such bad conditions, thousands of workers used to live in the States between two world wars, just like George and Lennie. Those were hard conditions to live, and the U.S. government was trying to improve the situation after the Depression. Luckily or unfortunately, “for the workers in Of Mice And Men have not yet reached social awareness or class consciousness: they accept their lot, spend their small earnings, never question the structure of the society” (Fontenrose, 1963). Surely the situation of these workers and farmers were improved by the authorities, but this took some years, and in these passing years, none cannot deny the poverty and misery experienced by the lower class of the U.S.A.

2.5.5. The Relationship Between Man’s Dream And His Social Position In The Book And Its Reflection On American Dream

“Life and love are all a dream.”

ROBERT BURNS


“(…) it’s a study of the dreams and pleasures of everyone in the world” (Steinbeck, 1936). As Steinbeck also himself declares, “there was nothing strange about their dream as you see. Men everywhere have had it” (Jackson, 1937). But there was something else strange. It is, as Crooks said, “Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land (p. 74)”; that is their dreams would never realize… 


Of Mice And Men is a work processing the matter of dreams realistically with a class awareness. The author represents us the dreams of lower class like a fairy tale. In fact, it was obvious that none of them would get to heaven; however, they preferred to live with those dreams. They would certainly fail because of their social positions; “The handicapped in the migrant world—the Lennies, Candys, and Crookes—are doomed or fated” (McCarthy,1984). Claudia Durst Johnson(1997) shares the same idea, saying “There was not even the remotest possibility in the Old World for most of the poor to have the freedom and respect that come with land ownership. They were doomed always to live on and work someone else’s land, as are Lennie and George.” They themselves are aware of this fact instinctively. Let’s have a look at their amazement when a real possibility rose with Candy’s contribution;


“They fell into a silence. They looked at one another, amazed. This thing they had never really believed in was coming true. George said reverently, ‘Jesus Christ! I bet we could swing her.’ His eyes were full of wonder. ‘I bet we could swing her,’ he repeated softly (p.60).”

 In other words, “There are no Edens in Steinbeck’s writing, only illusions of Eden, and in the fallen world of the Salinas Valley—which Steinbeck would later place ‘east of Eden’—the Promised Land is an illusory and painful dream” (Owens, 1987). But what were these painful dreams?


First of all, there is a dream that is no more a dream but a fairy tale for George And Lennie.  Throughout the whole book, the reader meets the same story from time to time. The expressions beginning with;


“Well, it’s ten acres. Got a little win’mill. Got a little shack on it, an’ a chicken run. Got a kitchen, orchard, cherries, apples, peaches, ‘cots, nuts, got a few berries. They’s a place for alfalfa and plenty water to flood it. They’s a pig pen—(p.56-57)” is repeated several times like a ritual. This dream is sometimes discussed among the characters for four pages long. Even when George is about to shoot Lennie, he tells this tale to him to make him happy and tranquil like a father reading a story to before sleeping. 


What makes this dream so valuable? My answer for this question is their social statue. They are migrant workers having no land, no home, no family. They live restless, always being ordered, depending upon their bosses. They, in their hearts, desire settlement; they want to work only for themselves, they need rest. Their statue exhausts them. Again in the conversations of George, Lennie and Candy, their motivations for a piece of land lay;


“S’pose they was a carnival or a circus come to town, or a ball game, or any damn thing. We’d just go to her. We wouldn’t ask nobody if we could. Jus’ say, ‘We’ll go to her,’ an’ we would. Jus’ milk the cow and sling some grain to the chickens an’ go to her (p.60-61)”


But they are not the only ones who are fed up with their social statue. There is one on the ranch who is even in worse condition. He is surely Crooks, who is not only as worker as others, but also an African-American whose fate is as black as his skin. For a man, who has to live in isolation and is continually scolded, that dream means heaven as well. That’s why “when he saw that Candy and Lennie had a real proposition, backed by real money, he offered to work for them for nothing, just to share their independence” (Fontenrose, 1963). Yet he is also the first who is waken up from his dream by Curley’s wife, facing the painful fact, saying Candy; “Well, jus’ forget it, I didn’ mean it. Jus’ foolin’. I wouldn’t want to go on place like that (p.83)”.


Another victim of a fallen dream is Curley’s wife. Certainly, that is not the life she dreamt to live. Living in a life where she can’t get enough love, interest, interaction and compliment to feel satisfied, she starves for her dream as well. Again her dream is supported by this social statue because she can’t lead a wealthy, luxurious life. She dreams of being a star who is loved, appreciated and admired, living an extremely comfortable life among large crowds. She says;


“Coulda been in the movies, an’ had nice clothes—all them nice clothes like they wear. An’ I coulda sat in them big hotels, an’ had pitchers took of me. When they had them previews I coulda went to them, an’ spoke in the radio, an’ it wouldn’ta cost me a cent because I was in the pitcher. An’ all them nice clothes I wear. Because this guy says I was natural (p.89)”. 


Above all their dreams, in reality they are all aware that their destiny won’t let any of them reach their beautiful dreams because they are doomed to fail because of their social position. To some of them, “the American Dream is understood to be somewhat different. It means independence and self-sufficiency, the freedom that comes from owning land, which in turn means enjoying the fruits of one’s own labour” (Johnson, 1997); and to some others the American Dream is to live in the heart of society, talking to anyone freely; or to others,  it is to live under the lights of Hollywood. As mentioned above, their common point is the fall of their American Dream. Interestingly, “the hopes of the men in this story are still the hopes of men today, as are their problems and sorrows. They desire companionship and love. Above all, each dreams of his own paradise” (Jensen, 1994). What is tragic is that all of them, with the saying of Warren French (1990), are “the victims of chaotic forces”.

2.5.6. The Pattern Of Death In The Book And Its Reflection On American Society

“Death is fortunate for the child, bitter to the youth, too late to the old.”

PUBLILIUS SYRUS


Death is as simple as Syrus’ saying in the whole work of Steinbeck. It is something necessary and as usual as life itself. In the fight of hard life, there seems to be no place for the creatures whose living is unnecessary, and death becomes a necessary end for the sake of society. This is the first feature of death in the book. The second one is that it doesn’t include much mourning but only a slight sorrow; so the death seems to be accepted in the centre of life as a part of it. And lastly, death is an alternative of salvation for some hopeless creatures. In this respect, the concept of mercy killing arises.


As mentioned above, death is seen as an essential process when the time seems to have come. This subject matter is also available in some other works of Steinbeck, like The Red Pony. The best example for the necessity of death for useless is pointed by Carlson’s insistence on killing the old dog of Candy. “There is Carlson, the blunt and unfeeling ranch hand who insists on shooting Candy’s aged sheep dog, which having outlived its usefulness had become an annoyance to the men who occupy the bunkhouse” (Goldhurst, 1990). Furthermore, Slim the leader, brain of the hands also shares the same idea of Carlson which leaves Candy helpless;


“Carl’s right, Candy. That dog ain’t no good to himself. I wisht somebody’d shoot me if I got old an’ a cripple (p.45).” Another point to emphasize is the second part of Slim’s expression. He says that he would prefer to be shot if he got old. This is another hint for us to see that an old creature should be killed or left to death, that doesn’t matter what it is, human or animal. Knowing that the author has presented us the resemblance between the dog and the owner; “Candy is another character who is identified with an animal who, like Candy, is old and sick and considered useless. Candy and the reader note the similarities between him and his crippled dog, ‘a drag-footed sheep dog, gray of muzzle, and with pale, blind old eyes (24)’” (Johnson, 1997);   it is not surprising that the same end is expected for Candy as well. So Candy is aware of this fact;


“You seen what they done to my dog tonight? They says he wasn’t no good to himself nor nobody else. When they can me here I wisht  somebody’d shoot me (…)(p.60)”.


Another point implied in the novella is that the indifference to death. That is, there seems to be no mourning or painful reaction to death. All seem to be quite mature and indifferent to death. Candy’s letting Carlson kill his dog and his inability to object is one example. Further instance is the death of Curley’s wife. It is noticeable that Curley is in seek of revenge from Lennie, more than feeling sorry for his wife. He is angry, not sorry; 

“I’m gonna get him. I’m going for my shotgun. I’ll kill the big son-of-bitch myself. I’ll shoot ‘im  in the guts. Come on, you guys (p.96).” 

Moreover, all the other guys also remain cool on death of woman. Furthermore, Candy suffers only because their dream is destroyed because of that woman. He says, 

“You God damn tramp, you done it, didn’t you? I s’pose you’re glad. Ever’body knowed you’d mess things up. You wasn’t no good. You ain’t no good now, you lousy tart (p.95)”.

 Even the emotional Lennie suffers from the destruction of their dream rather than killing Curley’s wife. 

“He doesn’t care about Curley’s wife, who exists for him now only as another lifeless animal” (Spilka, 1990).


As the last point that will be mentioned in the matter of that, mercy killing emerges. We witness George loves Lennie “well enough to shoot him” (Collins, 1937). I believe that he chooses better of the bad, when he “lets him die in full enjoyment of their common dream. So he asks him to face the Gabilan mountains, which in East Of Eden are said to resemble the inviting lap of the beloved mother; and, like a bedtime story or a prayer before execution—or better still, like both—together they recite the familiar tale of the friendship farm” (Spilka, 1990). This is a totally mercy act for his brother in a way, in attempt for him to die in peace with sweet dreams of their heaven. “George shoots Lennie to save him from a mob bent on lynching” (French, 1987). “When he shot Lennie he was not only saving Lennie from Curley’s cruelty, but was also making a choice between dreams: events had forced him to a decision” (Fontenrose1963). 


As a result, it seen that in the U.S. death is perceived as a concept that is preferred from time to time if necessary, including getting rid of useless or for the sake of mercy, between two world wars. It is something quite natural among the society, not something to avoid or fear as it is now, as a general view.  

2.5.7. The Pattern Of Loneliness In The Book And Its Reflection On American Society 

“The individualistic desire for carefree enjoyment of pleasures is the serpent in the garden.”

JOSEPH FORTENROSE


Of Mice And Men is the book which is provided John Steinbeck  also New York Drama Critics' Circle Award in 1938. The citation of this award was the following;


“The New York Drama Critics’ Circle awards its prize to John Steinbeck’s Of Mice And Men for its direct force and perception in handling a theme genuinely rooted in American life; for its bite into the strict quality of its material; for its refusal to make this study of tragical loneliness and frustration either cheap or sensational; and finally for its simple, intense and steadily rising effect on the stage.”


Of Mice And Men is the story of “a life of lonely wandering and passing friendships” (Jensen, 1994) as the ranch hands are “the loneliest guys in the world” (San Francisco Call, 1937). “One of the themes of Of Mice And Men is that men fear loneliness, that they need someone to be with and to talk to who will offer understanding and companionship” (Prize, 1938). In addition, Eleanor Roosevelt (1937) of New York World-Telegram explains in her column on 16 March that it was beautifully written and a marvellous picture of the tragedy of loneliness. 


There are three groups of lonely people presented in the book. They all suffer from loneliness which I believe to be caused by their social statue. First and certainly the commonest group is the migrant workers who are doomed to be lonely. Second, the book shows us the isolation, and thus the endless loneliness of African-American people with the representative of Crooks. Lastly, Curley’s wife, as the agent of her gender, lives in a very lonely life, always in search of people to talk to.


The best sentences to describe the loneliness of the migrant workers of the U.S.A that time are formed by George in the first chapter of the novella, that are so meaningful that there is no need to express more;


“Guys like us, that work on the ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world. They got no family. They don’t belong no place. They come to a ranch an’ work up a stake and then they go inta town and blow their stake, and the first thing you know they’re poundin’ their tail on some other ranch. They ain’t got nothing to look ahead to (p.13-14)”. 

Even the dream that they rely on throughout their own life, the ownership of a piece of land is “the synonymous with home and family” (Johnson, 1997). So they desire and long for family life, not a land materialistically.

The isolation and loneliness that the African-American people experience have been explained in the previous part. Now I am to try to point out the pain that is caused by solitary. This will also be revealed best by the words of Crooks;

“Books ain’t no good. A guy needs somebody—to be near him. A guy goes nuts if he ain’t got nobody. Don’t make no difference who the guy is, long’s he’s with you. I tell ya, I tell a guy gets too lonely an’ he gets sick (p.72-73)”.

As the witnesses of their own loneliness, let’s continue listening to these lonely people’s testimony. Surely, “the men aren’t the only lonely ones; loneliness is the downfall of Curley’s wife” (Johnson, 1997) as well. So now it is Curley’s wife’s turn to speak out her loneliness;  

“(…) I get awful lonely. (…) I get lonely, you can talk to people, but I can2t talk to nobody but Curley. Else he gets mad. How’d you like not to talk anybody? (p.86-87)”

Consequently it is obvious that “loneliness is a recurrent theme in the novel” (Loftis, 1990). Throughout the questions that “Is man destines to live alone, a solitary wanderer on the face of the earth, or is it fate of man to care for man, to go his way in companionship with another?” (Goldhurst, 1990) are searched to answer. Spilka (1990) claims in the respect that the friendship of George and Lennie was placed as a creative defence against rank loneliness. 

Before ending this part, there is also one more point that is worth mentioning about the emphasis on loneliness. Steinbeck seems to be quite insistent to show the solitary of American society that time, pointing it us even with the name of “Soledad”, which means “lonely place” in Spanish. Moreover, the game called “solitaire” that the hands frequently play is another word points loneliness, because it is a word derived from “solitary”. Obviously Steinbeck managed to emphasize loneliness  among people, both by characters and word hints. 

2.5.8. The Role Of Woman In The Book And Its Reflection On American Society

“The only useless life is woman’s.”



BENJAMIN DISRAELI


Now it is time to analyse the role of woman in American society where such progresses started to be achieved;

26 Aug. 19TH AMENDMENT to the Constitution, providing for woman suffrage, was declared ratified. (1920)

22 Sept. CABLE ACT granted married women U.S. citizenship independent of their husbands’ status. (1922) (see, The Background Knowledge, Part II- About Time And Conditions, The Domestic Issues). 

Surely, it is not enough to pass a code to claim the full accomplishment and application of it. Such processes generally take time to be adopted by the whole society and to be a real part of social order. So, although such improvements were achieved in that time’s U.S.A by the government, unfortunately the worthless place of women didn’t change for a long time. In Of Mice And Men, women are presented by Curley’s wife, because there is no other woman character in the book, which is a great pity. She is only described to be very flirtatious, a baby doll with full make up, a “tramp” or “rattrap”. “The bunkhouse is a male world, where women are not to be trusted. While Curley’s wife is always looking for attention, Curley’s jealousy causes all the hands to stay away from her. Although Curley’s wife is often portrayed as cruel and troublesome (and therefore, we can see why she is left alone), the real thing that isolates her is that she is a female in an all-male world.” (www.cliffnotes.com/WileyCDA/ ).

The first thing about woman in the novella is that the only representative of her gender is given nameless. This means that this woman, in a way the women society, has no identity or value to be mentioned. Let’s see what Mark Spilka (1990) comments on this matter, 

“(…)Steinbeck himself projects his own hostilities through George and Lennie. He has himself given this woman no other name but ‘Curley’s wife,’ as if she had no personal identity for him. He has presented her, in the novel, as vain, provocative, vicious (she threatens Crooks with lynching, for instance, when he tries to defy her), and only incidentally lonely”.

Another point emphasized in the book in the matter of Curley’s wife is that she is an “empty” creature, without a job or occupation; doing nothing but wandering around flirting men, like a baby doll wearing heavy makeup and sexy costumes always. It is worth seeing the expressions and depictions of this woman by the author for analysing the role of her;

“She had full, rouged lips and wide-spaced eyes, heavily made up. Her fingernails were red. Her hair hung in little rolled clusters, like sausages. She wore a cotton house dress and red mules, on the insteps of which were little bouquets of red ostrich feathers (p.31)”.

The description of her movements are also very contemptuous, “She said playfully (p.31)”, “She smiled archly and twitched her body (p.31)”. Joseph Fontenrose (1963) of University of California, describes her similarly with the implications of Steinbeck; “Curley’s wife was a tawdry, rather stupid young woman, interested in attracting men”. About her sexual attacks on man, it can be said that, “Restored to natural innocence through death, Curley’s wife is connected –for a timeless moment—with the farm dream. Then men’s voices and stamping horses indicate the sexual restlessness she provokes in adult life. Only when sexually quiescent—as in death or childhood—can she win this author’s heart” (Spilka, 1990).

Interestingly, a woman comment on the same character differs totally from those of men’s, pointing her “nice” fundamentally. “ ‘Her moral training was most rigid.’ She was a virgin until her marriage and had had no sexual experience outside her unfulfilling union with Curley. She had grown up ‘in an atmosphere of fighting and suspicion’ and had ‘learned to be hard to cover her fright.’ But she is fundamentally ‘a nice, kind girl’ who has ‘a natural trustfulness . . . . If anyone—a man or a woman—ever gave her a break—treated her like a person—she would be a slave to that person” (Loftis, 1990).

This woman, on the other hand, is perceived as trouble by almost all the other male characters and seen as a danger to be avoided. “Curley’s wife, a cheaply pretty woman George immediately recognizes as trouble” (McCarthy, 1980). The words of George signals the coming trouble for Lennie as well, in the existence of Curley’s wife;

“Listen to me, you crazy bastard. Don’t you even take a look at that bitch. I don’t care what she says and what she does. I seen ‘em poison before, but I never seen no piece of jail bait worse than her. You leave her be (p.32).”

“Well, you keep away from her, ‘cause she’s a rattrap if I ever seen one. you let Curley take the rap. He let himself in for it (p.32).”

For all these false or true perceptions of Curley’s wife, it is not surprising that her death creates not a sorrow, but a flow of anger among the workers; even her husband Curley seems to be interested in revenge more than mourning (see, Literary Criticism part, 2.5.6.).

Surely it is impossible for me to approve of or agree with the saying of Benjamin Disraeli which reflects the general view of this novella about woman. Nor is it possible to believe such a humanistic writer’s, like Steinbeck’s, possibility to underestimate women ideologically, especially while I appreciate him this much. However, these are the realities written in the pages of Of Mice And Men which is generally so successful in real life depiction of its time—a time when women were jobless, useless and trouble. Fortunately we had chance to witness a time in the U.S.A and the whole world, when there are many people who shares this idea; “Nature is in earnest when she makes a woman” (Oliver Wender Holmes – The Autocrat of the Breakfast Table Ch.12).

2.5.9. The Pattern Of Power In The Book And Its Reflection On American Society

“The greater the power, the more dangerous the abuse.”

EDMUND BURKE


“They left all the weak ones here (…) (p.77)” says Curley’s wife, when she enters into Crooks’ room, on seeing Lennie, Candy and Crooks chatting..


I started my essay with this expression because, I believe that this sentence is the core of all argument on power or weakness in the novella. This sentence itself reveals the power hierarchy presented in the book and in the social life of the U.S.A. that time. It simply points us the sources of powerlessness; that are lack of intellect, oldness, and race difference. Plus, there is also a societal powerlessness because of class difference and economic disability. There are also some power clashes in a society that is “intolerant of weakness or difference” (Loftis, 1990). Johnson (1997) also comments on this issue of power from a different point of view, saying “In a very real sense, of course, all of these characters (Lennie, Candy, Crooks) are weak—far too weak to get even close to pursuing the American Dream”. The loss is American Dream or any other thing, what is certain that people suffered this or that way because or powerlessness, which was live in Of Mice And Men, and thus in the U.S. 


The hierarchy of power is worth mentioning firstly. Once more, I want to represent the hierarchy in the book with an excerpt before any other comment. Let’s have a look at the dialogue between Slim, Curley and Carlson;


“The door opened. Slim came in, followed by Curley and Carlson and Whit. Slim’s hands were black with tar and he was scowling. Curley hung close to his elbow.

Curley said , ‘Well, I didn’t mean nothing, Slim. I just ast you.’

Slim said, ‘Well, you been askin’ me too often. I’m getting’ God damn sick of it. If you can’t look after your own God damn wife, what you expect me to do about it? You lay offa me.’

‘I’m jus’ tryin’ to tell you I didn’t mean nothing,’ said Curley. ‘I jus’ thought you might of saw her.’

‘Why’n’t you tell her to stay the hell home where she belongs?’ said Carlson. ‘You let her hang around bunk houses and pretty soon you’re gonna have som’pin on your hands and you won’t be able to do nothing about it.’

Curley whirled on Carlson. ‘You keep outta this les’ you wanta step outside.’(p.61-62)”


There are many conclusions to reach just from this extract about power. With the words of Halden Jensen (1994), “One can see the power every person can have over someone else, and the undying hope some men have in the face of even the cruellest situations”. So in this scene, there seems a power ranking from highest to lowest, from Slim to Carlson, in the middle stands Curley. While Curley behaves excessively apologetic and tolerantly to Slim, he simply scolds Carlson and he threatens him, just like Slim does him. In this case, the physical power is not the matter or concern, as we all remember how Slim behaves Lennie despite the fact that Lennie is many times stronger than Curley. It is not the social statue as well that defines the hierarchy because Slim in not from high class, but he is a simple ranch worker. All mentioned may be factors on their own, but what really matters is that the complete imagery of power. 


In this respect, Slim is the stature of power in the book drawn by John Steinbeck. From the beginning, till the end; we never see him weak. In addition, he is described as a real power owner despite his social class or economic weakness. He is created by the author to be the symbol of power. “Both shootings have been sanctioned by the jerkline skinner, Slim, ‘prince of ranch,’ who moves ‘with majesty achieved only by royalty’ and looks with ‘calm, God-like eyes’ upon his bunkhouse world. Since his word is ‘law’ for the migrant farmhands, and since Milton, a rational farmhand, can recognize and accept such godlike laws, he must choose to shoot his friend” says Spilka (1990) about Slim and thus implies us that he is powerful enough to decide a murder, in a way mercy killing of a man. 


About Slim, I believe also that especially one depiction is crucial: “God-like eyes”. This means a lot on its own for the understanding of Slim who is the symbol of power. Despite anything that may serve as weakness, he is still godlike figure ruling all the workers, even the son of the boss. He is strong physically and mentally, with nice fit  and sound reason. He also has a vague charm to attract respect. As mentioned before he is as if he was created to be the ruler. He is depicted by the author a totally different and higher character signalling his power in all respects;


“A tall man stood in the doorway. He held a crushed Stetson hat under his arm while he combed his long, black, damp hair straight back. Like the others he wore blue jeans and a short denim jacket. When he had finished combing his hair he moved into the room, and he moved with majesty only achieved by royalty and master craftsmen. He was a jerkline skinner, the prince of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, even twenty mules with a single line to the leaders. He was capable of killing a fly on the wheeler’s  butt with a bull whip without touching the mule. There was a gravity in his manner and quiet so profound that all talk stopped when he spoke. His authority was so great that his word was taken on any subject, be it politics or love. This was Slim, the jerkline skinner. His hatchet face was ageless. He might have been thirty-five or fifty. His ear heard more than was said to him, and his slow speech had overtones not of thought, but of understanding beyond thought. His hands, large and lean, were as delicate in their action as those of a temple dancer (p.33-34).”


Shortly, it is seen that in the first half 19th century, the people of the United States had to struggle against the powerful man “in a world where only the physically fittest survive and, as with the lower animals, must act only for self-survival and self-gratification” (Johnson, 1997). They fought against the abuse of powerful, because they had barriers ahead like intellect, finance, class, age, race or gender. All these factors affected the power of people. However, there lived some people in this society with some defects but had a real, God-given power, a natural gift. 

CHAPTER 3

2-THE METHOD OF THE STUDY

3.1. The Materials:


The materials used in the formation process of this study include the novel, Of Mice And Men, an encyclopaedia of American history, various web sites from internet, countless essays and criticism books on the book and the author. As all these materials will be recorded in detail in the 4th Chapter, this part just gives the types of the materials.

3.2. Data Collection And Analysis Procedure:

- Reading the book for a general view: First of all
, the book was read just for pleasure and a general view without any bothering. The aim was to get a general idea about the book and themes.

- Internet research for overall analysis
: An internet search was done for the overall analysis of the work. Doing this,  the aim was only determine what to include or exclude, which points to emphasize or reject in general.

- Analytic reading of the book: The book was reread for the second time
, but this time it was an analytic reading, underlining some parts, taking notes on the book, determining the parts to use as reference or proof.

- Larger research in internet and libraries: Then 
a much larger research was done both in internet and various libraries including Karadeniz Technical and Bilkent Universitys’. The aim was to reach as many essays and criticisms as possible that could be used as reference and could serve as proof for the claims, on the book and the author. 

- Resource scanning procedure: Only 
one step before writing was the scanning process. In this process, all of the resources were scanned one by one, in detail to gather the parts to be used in the thesis. 

- Writing: 
Lastly all the collected data and personal comments and findings were put together and made as coherent as possible. The aim was to be clear and reliable as much as possible.

CHAPTER 4

4- CONCLUSION

4.1. Outcome Of The Study:


The first finding of the study is a personal one. That is; re-appreciation of John Steinbeck as a writer and social historian. It was once again discovered that John Steinbeck served as a mirror of his time and society, thus become a  great chance to study his time in an attractive way. At the end of my study that took months, I concluded that the author is appropriate for the history and literature lessons for the lecturers who looks for alternative ways to teach history. 


Other findings are scientific ones that are all related to the social realities of the United States of America between two world wars. They are;

-African-American people had to live in isolation, in very troublesome conditions, always scolded and underestimated,

-The lower class people, especially the farmers and the workers, had to experience high levels of poverty despite all the regulations held by the government to improve their situation,

-The American Dream was available for all layers of the society, in different forms; but the realization possibility changed according to the classes,

-Death was perceived as a necessary and deserved end for useless or powerless people among people,

-The problem of loneliness was excessively common among people who had no family, friends or relatives,

-Women were worthless,

-The power was the key to rule other people, but it couldn’t be held because of some reasons like lack of intelligence, lower social statue, race, gender, oldness, economic weakness.
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